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As you explore this issue, you will discover some remarkable stories that highlight
the talent, tenacity and creativity of our alumni and entire campus community. Our
cover story, “The Next Big Thing,” details how ﬁve U of M students, as part of our
ﬁrst-generation FIT Entrepreneurship Fellows program, are working on inventions
that could change the way the world does business — a la Fred Smith and FedEx.
You will also learn how Dr. Charles Blaha is using cutting-edge and novel research
approaches to combat the serious effects of autism and other neurological
diseases.
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Stories of our alumni are equally impressive, often taking us places you might
never expect. Read how Alan Arnette cheated death four times as he climbed
the second highest mountain in the world, K2 in Pakistan, to raise awareness
of Alzheimer’s disease. Two other alums are changing the music industry with
unique high school commercial music programs that launch students into exciting
careers in the entertainment industry.
Finally, I want to tell you about another key initiative at the U of M, and I
invite you to join us. One of the ways we are increasing our involvement
in the region is through our campus-wide Year of Service commitment. We
are urging our faculty, staff, students and alumni to volunteer at different
organizations as a way to strengthen our ties to the community and help
change lives. Additional details on the Year of Service initiative are available at
http://www.memphis.edu/service/noblehour.php.
Go Tigers!

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Alumni &
Development Ofﬁce, The University of Memphis,
120 Alumni Center, Memphis, TN 38152-3760.

Driven by
doing.
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UNIVERSITY NEWS
Long-awaited Writing
Center opens on
campus
“The difference between the right word
and the almost right word is the difference
between lightning and a lightning bug.”
— Mark Twain

By Anita Houk
Alone. Focused. Hunched before a computer
screen, squinting into the glow. Brow furrowed.
Fingers bent, pecking at a keyboard, hunting
inspiration for a ﬁnished work.

A writing center has been at the top of U of M students’ wish list for the past decade. Administrators made
that wish a reality this past fall with the opening of the U of M’s new Center for Writing and Communication.
Tutors help students better their communication skills through a number of ways.

Is such the reality of the writer at work?
“Rarely,” says Dr. William Edward Duffy, assistant
professor of English and founding director
of the U of M’s new Center for Writing and
Communication (CWC).
“Most students progress through college with a
stunted view of how writing actually works,” he
says. “They equate it with sitting alone in front
of a computer screen and then hoping for a
good grade.
“Writing rarely takes place in a bubble,” adds the
professor, whose background is in rhetoric and
composition studies. “The best writers always
have multiple readers, editors and others in
place to give them feedback.”
Feedback and, perhaps, guidance — the CWC,
which opened in fall 2014, is designed to
provide both.
“The CWC offers students the chance to
interact with their writing and communication
assignments in a way that reﬂects how writers
in professional contexts actually do their work,”
says Duffy.
At its heart, this real-world writing center
employs collaborative dialogue, a technique
of asking focused questions to help students
identify strategies to improve their writing.
And good writing, notes Dean Tom Nenon of
the College of Arts & Sciences, is vital for realworld success.
W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U

“Exceptional written and oral communication —
particularly when matched with high-level critical
thinking and problem-solving — are key factors
in long-term success in an increasingly global
marketplace,” says Nenon.
“Educators and employers more and more
stress the need for strong written and oral
communication skills, and general assessments
suggest that this is an increasing challenge for
many of our students.
“Our ﬁrst aim (with the CWC) is to help students
quickly develop the basic skills they need
to succeed in their courses, including basic
composition courses,” Nenon continues. “One
indicator that we are succeeding will be further
improvements in our retention and graduation
rates.
“Our overall goal, however, is to help each student
develop the communication skills needed to be
successful in their professions and in their lives.”
An enthusiastic CWC supporter, Nenon credits
English department faculty and the administration
of U of M President M. David Rudd with
proposing, endorsing and implementing the
Writing Center’s design.
The CWC, on the ﬁrst ﬂoor of McWherter Library
near the reference desk, assists with writing
and public speaking skills. Tutors are called
consultants; students are clients who may drop in

or schedule an appointment. Sessions are 30 to
45 minutes.
In its ﬁrst semester last fall, CWC operated
with four staff members and nine part-time
consultants; made 10-minute presentations
about CWC to 49 classes (mostly English and
Communication); and conducted 852 individual
tutoring sessions for 366 clients.
“Before the CWC,” says CWC Graduate Assistant
Director Donald Ray Moore, “students did not
have a place that they could take their papers
and receive help for the many issues studentwriters face.”
CWC is working to expand staff, design
promotional materials, update its website, write
a handbook for CWC consultants and develop
other resources for CWC staff and clientele,
according to Duffy’s CWC Fall 2014 Report.
The center also is extending its outreach to
the Loewenberg School of Nursing, College of
Education, Health and Human Sciences and
University College.
“We aren’t a ﬁx-it shop,” Duffy stresses.
“CWC consultants do not simply edit or ﬁx a
student’s work; they help students assess the
rhetorical situation, brainstorm content, identify
a hierarchy of needs related to the task at
hand and collaboratively rehearse strategies for
enhancing their developing texts.”
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UNIVERSITY NEWS
MD2K already making
huge strides

The U of M’s ﬁrst NIH Center of Excellence — the Mobile Sensor
Data-To-Knowledge Center — is just a few months old, but it is
already creating a culture of research excellence at the University.
Its lead scientist, U of M computer science professor Dr. Santosh
Kumar, provides an update on the $10.8 million Center, which is
working to improve health care via smart devices.

By Santosh Kumar
Since its launch last October, the National Institutes of Health (NIH) Center
of Excellence for Mobile Sensor Data-to-Knowledge (MD2K) has witnessed
several exciting new developments. The MD2K Center is using ﬁve sources
of mobile sensor data to reduce hospital readmission in congestive heart
failure patients and to improve smoking cessation.
• The ﬁrst source is a wearable chest-band called AutoSense that collects
electrocardiogram (ECG), respiration and accelerometry and can be
used to monitor stress (continuously from ECG and/or respiration) and
smoking (from respiration).
• Second is a smart-watch with inertial sensors that can infer smoking and
eating events by tracking arm movements of an individual. The MD2K
Center is negotiating with several large technology vendors to use their
recently released programmable smart-watches that have a display
and vibration capabilities. In addition to monitoring eating and smoking
behaviors, the display or vibration of a smart-watch can also be used to
deliver sensor-triggered intervention.
• The third source is a radio frequency-based micro-radar sensor, called
EasySense, which can non-invasively measure heart activity and lung
ﬂuid volume in congestive heart failure patients.
• Fourth is a smart eyeglass that captures video in the direction of a
wearer’s gaze. This is used to detect exposure to smoking cues, such as
seeing a cigarette advertisement, and simultaneously assessing the state
of the person (e.g., fatigued) by monitoring the eye itself.
• Fifth, data from the smart-phone’s Global Positioning System can be
used to infer geo-exposure for factors such as proximity to point-of-sale
for tobacco or proximity to fast food (sodium rich) restaurants.

MD2K is developing innovative tools to make it easier to collect, integrate,
manage, visualize, analyze and interpret health data generated by mobile
and wearable sensors such as the ones just mentioned. The goal of the big
data solutions being developed by MD2K is to reliably quantify physical,
biological, behavioral, social and environmental factors that contribute to
health and disease risk.
Such comprehensive measurements (when combined with other data
sources, such as genomics and electronic health records) can herald a new
future of medicine — known as precision medicine — where treatments
and drugs can be tailored to each person to have maximum efﬁcacy with
minimum side effects. The Precision Medicine Initiative that was announced
by President Obama in January is targeted toward realizing this vision of
improved precision medicine. More than a million participants are being
recruited from across the country to collect and contribute comprehensive
data about themselves.
(In February, Dr. Kumar and fellow MD2K team member Dr. Kevin Patrick
from the University of California, San Diego, were part of a small group of
scientists invited to Washington, D.C., to participate in an NIH-sponsored
workshop to present their recommendations on incorporating mobile
technologies in the Precision Medicine Initiative.)
New hires:
Since the launch of the MD2K Center last October, we have recruited ﬁve
key new members. Dr. Vivek Shetty, a professor of oral and maxillofacial
surgery at UCLA, joined MD2K as the lead of its training activities; and
four leaders from academia and industry joined MD2K as members of its
Executive Advisory Board: Dr. Steven M. Dubinett, Director of the Clinical
and Translational Science Institute at UCLA; Dr. Eric Fain, Group President
of St. Jude Medical Group; Dr. Harry Shum, Executive Vice President for
Technology and Research, Microsoft; and Dr. Victor Strecher, Director for
Innovation and Social Entrepreneurship at the University of Michigan.
Upcoming software releases, events
By the end of this summer, the MD2K Center plans to release the ﬁrst
version of its mobile phone software for collecting mobile sensor data from
wireless wearable sensors. At the same time, it is scheduled to release
data analytics software (free, open source) for processing mobile sensor
data and converting it into information, knowledge and, ultimately, action.
In August, MD2K will organize a weeklong training institute to prepare
young scientists for trans-disciplinary collaborations in mobile health.
MD2K also will launch a comprehensive web-based resource library
called mHealthHUB, which will be an online community where mHealth
researchers can share the latest research, new products, datasets, software,
news, meeting and job opportunities — as well as have a place to exchange
ideas.
(Barbara Burch Kuhn, MD2K director of communications and media,
contributed to this article.)
Visit the MD2K webpage (https://md2k.org) for the latest updates and
more information on MD2K. A video summarizing MD2K is available at:
http://videocast.nih.gov/summary.asp?live=15728&bhcp=1.
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Area school kids awed
by U of M’s Emerging
Leaders

By Anita Houk
When a cadre of middle school students land on
the college scene, excitement commences:
Response to dorms: You get to choose your
roommate? Wow! … To getting around: The
campus is HUGE! … To the cafeteria: We can
have seconds? More ice cream!
The 13 National Junior Beta Club members from
Immaculate Conception Cathedral School (ICCS)
exclaimed over most everything while on campus
for an Emerging Leaders Junior (ELJ) workshop.
ELJ is an offshoot of the U of M’s nationally
recognized Emerging Leaders program that
teaches college students leadership skills.
“Deﬁnitely, the cafeteria was their favorite
place,” teases alumnus Kathryn Holt, Junior Beta
co-sponsor and ICCS middle school counselor.
She’s quick to point out, however, that Junior
Betas are well-rounded students, with high grades
and citizenship skills.
So what’s lacking?
“We have told students in the club to be leaders,
but they have never been shown what a leader
is,” says Holt (BA ’09, MS ’12). “It was my idea to
take the children to the U of M.”
Holt initially hoped seniors in the regular Emerging
Leaders program might mentor the middle school
Junior Betas. But through conversation with
Jon Campbell, senior coordinator of Leadership
Programs at the U of M, another option emerged.
In an exceptional pay-it-forward approach,
students in Emerging Leaders — spearheaded
by senior Carmen Garcia — developed Emerging
Leaders Junior to reach even younger students.
“This program is a learning opportunity unlike any
other,” says Garcia, a criminology/criminal justice
major set to graduate in May. “Emerging Leaders
Junior is put on for students, by students.”
W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U

School-age kids from Immaculate Conception spent a day on campus learning leadership skills from
University of Memphis students who are a part of a U of M scholarship group that specializes in such: the
U of M Emerging Leaders Junior program.

Garcia says she created ELJ “to help young
students in the Memphis community to grow as
leaders and challenge themselves beyond the
classroom.”

“The curriculum was spot on!” Holt herself
exclaims. “It was exactly what I wanted our
children to see and hear and to be exposed to, in
terms of what it means to be a leader.”

Campbell calls Garcia’s approach novel and “the
most consistent and longstanding effort of its
type that I have seen come from a student in the
program.”

But to the kids, who relished this intro to college,
what was most interesting?

“The ELJ objectives,” Garcia explains, “are
to encourage leadership skills, character
development, diversity, citizenship — as well as to
challenge themselves outside of the classroom.
“ELJ has reached schools in Shelby, Tipton and
DeSoto counties, as well as Boys & Girls Clubs of
Greater Memphis. We have looked to work mostly
with high school students, so we can help them
when applying to college.”
Are middle school students too young for the
experience? “No,” says ICCS Elementary/Middle
School Principal Karen Gephart (MM ’85). “These
activities give our students a preview of college life
and plant the seeds that will encourage them to
become lifelong learners.”

“Learning about myself and my own personality,”
says Anna Grace Palmer, 13, “and learning about
other people’s personalities.
“Our leader, Carmen, explained that no matter
how different people are, we have to learn to
work together. If you understand what other
people are like, what they like and dislike, you
can learn how to work with them better.” Anna’s
parents, Aileen and Rusty (BBA ’91, MS, ’97)
Palmer, attended the U of M.
Sara Khouzam, 11, called her ELJ day “a great
eye-opener” that made her think more about
college.
Sara’s brother Amir, also 11, admitted he felt “a bit
overwhelmed. The campus is HUGE! There are so
many things going on. This can be scary.”

Of these youngest ELJ participants so far, Garcia
says, “They deﬁnitely were up to the challenge.
They were wonderful.”

While the peek into campus life and learning
awed Junior Betas, the impression of school
counselor Holt is also worthy of note.

ELJ creative exercises helped students explore
emotions, gain conﬁdence and expand
friendships.

“This experience,” Holt says, “made a world of
difference to me, to see how my alma mater is
helping future generations to succeed.”
SP R I NG 2015
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CHAIRS OF EXCELLENCE
In this issue, The University of Memphis Magazine continues its proﬁles of the holders of our 26 Chairs of Excellence. These scholars
are nationally and internationally recognized as intellectual and educational leaders in their disciplines.

Dr. J. Gayle
Beck is the Lillian

Dr. Gary L.
Bowlin, professor

and Morrie Moss
Chair of Excellence
in Psychology.
Throughout her
career, Beck
has integrated
diverse research
methodologies in order to enhance clinical
psychology’s understanding of emotional
disorders. Her primary research focus is adult
anxiety disorders, with an emphasis on posttrauma conditions.

and Herbert Herff
Chair of Excellence
in Biomedical
Engineering, is
director of the Tissue
Template Engineering
and Regeneration

Beck founded and oversees the Athena Project,
a community education and evidence-based
research clinic for women who have survived
intimate partner violence (IPV) and abuse.
The Athena Project trains graduate students
in psychology to work with this underserved
population and understand the aftermath of
IPV.
“The Chair of Excellence has given me the
ability to build a research clinic that meets a
fairly pronounced need that is present in the
greater Memphis area, and to support graduate
students in their training to become competent
and expert trauma-focused professionals
in this area,” Beck says. “It is a remarkable
program for a university that values engaged
scholarship and has allowed me to build a link
between the University of Memphis and the
community.”
Beck is a graduate of Brown University and
earned her PhD from State University of New
York at Albany. She began work at the U of M
in 2008 after serving as associate chair of the
Department of Psychology at SUNY Buffalo.

Laboratory.
His laboratory has been a global leader in
the electrospinning of biomaterials for the
fabrication of templates meant to re-grow
tissues and organs. His current research
includes 1. designing an acellular vascular
prosthetic that will maintain blood ﬂow as the
body regenerates a new artery guided by the
implanted vascular graft template, 2. creating a
template that will promote the regeneration of
articular cartilage for the repair of damaged or
diseased cartilage and, 3. designing templates
and membranes to enhance bone and soft
tissue regeneration in dental reconstruction
procedures.
Bowlin has published many seminal
electrospinning peer-reviewed manuscripts
and book chapters dealing with the areas of
tissue engineering and biopolymer processing
for tissue engineering templates. He holds
10 U.S. patents and is the co-founder of four
companies. The newest, St. Teresa Medical
Inc., has its ﬁrst hemostatic product undergoing
clinical trials for CE Marking.
“The Chair of Excellence allows me to focus
on my research endeavors and spend a
maximum amount of time mentoring graduate
and undergraduate students in the laboratory,
while at the same time creating affordable,
clinically needed products that will ultimately
help improve the quality of life for a worldwide
population,” Bowlin says.

Dr. Ben L.
Kedia is the
Robert Wang Chair
of Excellence
in International
Business and
director of the
Robert Wang Center
of International
Business in the Fogelman College of Business
& Economics.
“I was able to leverage my Chair of Excellence
to establish the Center for International
Business Education and Research (CIBER),
which is a U.S. Department of Education
Center of Excellence that has attracted more
than $10 million since 1990,” says Kedia.
With the help of the grant, Kedia created the
ﬁrst full-time master’s degree in international
business, the International MBA – a highquality boutique program that includes study
abroad and internship experience. It is a
collaborative program between the Fogelman
College, College of Arts and Sciences and the
Wang Center. More than 350 students have
graduated from this program.
Through the CIBER, Kedia also founded Faculty
Development in International Business to
enhance the competency of U.S. business
faculty in teaching international business
courses. He created the Faculty Development
Program in Business Foreign Languages to
promote the teaching of foreign languages that
are appropriate for business students.
Kedia has published more than 100 papers
and edited ﬁve books and monographs. He
received his PhD from Case Western Reserve
University and has taught at foreign institutions
such as the University of Strasbourg, University
of Dortmund, Nankai University and Czech
Management Center.

He earned his PhD in biomedical engineering
in 1996 from the University of Akron.
6

SP R I NG 2015

THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

UNIVERSITY NEWS
Making Shakespeare proud
University of Memphis theatre and dance chair Holly Lau is using an
unconventional — yet highly effective — method to mend wounds and build
bridges between police ofﬁcers and the community.
Lau is a part of the “Performing the Peace” initiative that utilizes
improvisational theatre to heighten trust between law enforcement ofﬁcers
and community members to prevent any local rendition of the Ferguson, Mo.,
scene that rocked the nation last August.
The troupe is unlike any other in the theatre world: ex-offenders, U of M
faculty and alumni, Memphis police ofﬁcers and the community organizations
Playback Memphis and Lifeline to Success take the stage.

Rudd-led research on suicide among
military reveals signiﬁcant ﬁndings

“At a time of such tense relations between law enforcement and
communities, we are bringing those groups together through theatre and
storytelling,” says Lau, a member of Playback Memphis, an improv theatre
troupe.

The results of a research study led by U of M President M. David Rudd show
a dramatic drop in suicide attempts among Army veterans who took part in a
treatment program noted for its short-term nature and relatively low cost.

In Playback’s method, an audience member — whether a police ofﬁcer or
ex-offender — will tell a personal story and then watch as a troupe of actors
and musicians instantly bring it to life.

The 12-hour therapy program is designed to help at-risk veterans ﬁnd ways to
become more optimistic about their lives.

Lau says Performing the Peace developed out of the MPD’s concern
regarding a lack of trust and positive communication between law
enforcement and young people in struggling communities in Memphis.

“The primary difference and most distinctive element in the treatment
in comparison with other treatments is its short-term nature and skilldevelopment focus,” says Rudd, a national expert in suicide prevention and
post-traumatic stress syndrome in military personnel.
The study shows that active-duty soldiers who received the therapy once or
twice a week for up to three months were 60 percent less likely to attempt
suicide in the two years after the treatment than those who received standard
treatment in military mental health clinics.
Rudd and Dr. Craig Bryan, clinical psychologist at the University of Utah
and executive director of the National Center for Veterans Studies (NCVS),
conducted the study of 152 male soldiers at Fort Carson, Colo. All had either
attempted suicide or were considered to be at high risk for suicide. The U of
M is a partner in the NCVS.
“The treatment is focused on how to manage stress more effectively, how to
think in more helpful ways and how to remember what is meaningful in life,”
says Bryan of the brief yet effective cognitive-behavioral therapy. “In essence,
the soldier learns how to live a life worth living in a very short period of time.”
Research shows that individuals under intense stress (including those who
have attempted suicide) temporarily lose their ability to solve problems. The
therapists taught the soldiers how to do that again by reaching out to friends
or concentrating on the reasons they have to live.
The study, which ran from 2010 to 2013, was funded by the Army’s Military
Operational Medicine Research Program. In addition to the U of M and
University of Utah, collaborators included the UT Health Science Center at San
Antonio and Evans Army Community Hospital at Fort Carson.
W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U

“I saw police as the enemy,” says ex-offender William Golden, who had been
arrested several times.
“My mom was sick and my sister and I, we didn’t have anything to eat. I stole.
I robbed. I did what we had to do to get by,” he says. “But I also got arrested.
The police were people I didn’t think I could trust.”
He says that Performing the Peace was a life changer, mainly because he was
able to see police ofﬁcers as “real people.”
“I was sitting there laughing and joking with people I used to didn’t trust. I
found that police are people just like us with problems just like us,” he says.
Veteran MPD ofﬁcer Joy Knowlton says participating ofﬁcers “blended with the
ex-offenders.”
“I grew up in a home with domestic violence,” she says. “Some ofﬁcers have
ﬁnancial struggles, too. When they (ex-offenders) hear my story, they tell us,
‘You’re people just like us with problems just like us.’”

KUDOS
Dr. Rosie Phillips Bingham, U of M vice
president for Student Affairs, has been
awarded the 2015 American Psychological
Association Award for Distinguished Professional
Contributions to Institutional Practice.
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Is there another Frederick W. Smith just waiting to burst onto the scene in Memphis?
Five U of M students might have the answer via innovative projects they are
working on in the Crews Center for Entrepreneurship.
by G reg Russel l

I t is no great secret that Memphis has

“This is a great group of students and

always been a hotbed for entrepreneurship;

they each clearly have great potential

the city has regularly produced startups

to be successful entrepreneurs and to

that have changed the way the world does

build the next generation of startups

business (think Fred Smith and FedEx;

here in Memphis,” says Crews. “It is time

Kemmons Wilson and Holiday Inn; Tom

to step up and make this a place where

Watson and Armstrong Relocation). Just

entrepreneurship is nurtured and where

last year, CNN Money recognized Memphis

people can transform ideas into scalable

as one of the 10 best places in the U.S. for

companies.”

startups. The question really isn’t if the city

Crews director Mike Hoffmeyer describes

can produce another juggernaut —

the Center as a “world-class technology

but who will be the mastermind behind it.

venture development lab” with workspace

Five University of Memphis students are

for aspiring entrepreneurs. It “encourages

vying for that title as ﬁrst-generation FedEx

and supports a culture of innovation within

Institute of Technology Entrepreneurship

the U of M campus,” adds Kevin Boggs,

Fellows. The ﬁve are receiving a stipend

U of M assistant vice president for

to work at the U of M’s Crews Center for

Technology Transfer.

Entrepreneurship to develop their high-

So who are these ﬁve innovators

growth-potential startups. A rigorous

and what projects are they working

selection process included some of the city’s

on? Let’s explore their motives

top entrepreneurs, including Hilliard Crews,

and thought processes as we

who donated $1 million to help establish the

discover what might be the

Center, and local businessman Ben Bryant.

next big thing out of Memphis.
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“This is a great group of students,
and they each clearly have
potential to be successful
entrepreneurs and to build the
next generation of startups
here in Memphis.”

THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

A beefy idea

KAIT
REDICK

Junior Kait Redick went looking for greener pastures, so to

Buffalo
River Beef

speak, to reach her goal of “creating a proﬁ table business with a
philanthropic mission — while also improving the lives of our future
customers.”
“I am creating a website platform where cattle farmers can sell
their beef in bulk directly to consumers,” says Redick, a marketing
management major from Eads, Tenn. “Buying beef in bulk gives
individuals the opportunity to save money, gain conﬁdence and

“We conveniently provide our customers with
high-quality beef that they will feel conﬁdent
serving to their families.”

know exactly where their food is coming from. The cattle
we sell and the setting they come from are similar to
what your great-grandparents raised for their families:
grass-fed, acres and acres of green pasture to roam, humane
treatment and most importantly, healthy.
“We conveniently provide our customers with high-quality beef
that they will feel conﬁdent serving to their families,” she says.
“Our website will coordinate everything for the customer, so their
experience is very seamless and simple.”
For Redick, it is important that her company, Buffalo River Beef,
gives back to the community.
“I would like to focus some of our efforts to help stomp out
hunger in the world,” she says.
What does it mean to Redick to be an entrepreneur?
“It is important not to stress about following the path that has
been carved by others, because we are creating our own paths,”
she says. “I believe that entrepreneurs owe it to society to share
their ideas so that everyone else may beneﬁ t from their ﬁndings.
Just think how different we would be today if Steve Jobs just
settled and kept quiet about his ideas.”
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MORGAN
STEFFY

Kevan
Hatamzedah

Pickle

Ateria

“As a college student, I ﬁnd it incredibly inspiring
and supportive to be able to work in an environment
with people my own age.”

“My concept brings the grocery store to your
computer and mobile device with the convenience
of same-day pickup or delivery.”

In a Pickle?
Morgan Steffy can already count 230,000 reasons why her
startup has an excellent chance to succeed.

Food for thought

“While my idea ﬁrst started as a clothing/what-to-wear app, it
has since morphed into a mobile app for competitive selﬁes and

College freshmen moving away from home for the ﬁrst time

photo-sharing that is called Pickle,” says the computer science

face a multitude of challenges. U of M junior ﬁnance major Kevan

major from Lancaster, Pa. “Users upload photos to contests such

Hatamzedah was no different.

as ‘Cutest Pet’ or ‘Most Appetizing Lunch’ and other users vote for

“Upon entering college, grocery shopping seemed like one of

the winner. It is a great way to pass ﬁ ve minutes while waiting in

the hardest things to do,” he says. “Not only did I not know what to

line and a good place to put your selﬁes and random photos to

shop for, but I also found that I had less time to actually go grocery

use. We’re hoping to change the way people compete with photos,

shopping. This led me to think about how one could reinvent the

and we’ve already had 230,000 photos uploaded.”

shopping experience to make it more convenient and efﬁcient for

Photo-based apps such as Snapchat and Instagram have been
wildly successful, making their founders wealthy. Pickle is throwing
its name into the ring.
Steffy says the switch from a what-to-wear app to a competitive
selﬁe app occurred because of research at Crews. What else has
the Center done to assist her goal?
“While the mentorship, computers, books and ofﬁce supplies

people like myself who have trouble choosing groceries.
“My concept brings the grocery store to your computer and mobile
device with the convenience of same-day pickup or delivery. There
have been many failed attempts at this concept, but I feel like we
have a winning formula through logistics, cost cutting and marketing.”
The country’s changing demographics are another reason
Hatamzedah believes his company will succeed. “The number of

have all been great, the biggest help has been the support that

single-parent households has nearly doubled in the past 50 years,

comes from being in an ecosystem among peers,” she says. “As

more people are living in urban areas and my tech-savvy generation

a college student, I ﬁnd it incredibly inspiring and supportive to

is starting to enter the workforce,” he says. “Single parents likely work

be able to work in an environment with people my own age and

full time and may not have time for grocery shopping; urbanites face

same life stage who are also doing incredible things with their

a lack of options for grocery shopping; and millennials are looking

companies.

for cutting-edge ways to accomplish daily tasks. My concept, Ateria,

“The Memphis entrepreneurial scene has great momentum
right now and it’s exciting to see the U of M empowering and
enabling college students to start companies right where
they live.”

provides the answers.”
Hatamzedah may be the Crews Center’s biggest fan.
“When you enter the building and explore, it feels like you are
in a Silicon Valley operation,” he says. “I don’t take the resources
for granted.”

10
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Sankaet
Pathak
Synapse
Pay

Cole Roe
Uin

“We are building the nextgeneration payment network.”
“We are redeﬁning the way people become aware
of events around them like parties and meetings
and how they schedule them.”

Cha-ching
Ask FedEx Fellow Sankaet Pathak whom he would fancy a dinner
with, and the answer might surprise you:
“I would give up anything to have an immersive conversation with
Aristotle or Plato,” says the computer engineering graduate student.
“Most of my role models are scientists, philosophers and artists like
Nikola Tesla, Albrecht Durer, Bill Watterson, Arthur Conan Doyle and
Steve Jobs — but rarely businessmen.”
Thinking outside the box has already been lucrative for Pathak, who
might be considered the elder statesman of the Fellows because of
the success of his company, SynapsePay (featured in the 2014 U of M
President’s Report).
“We are building the next-generation payment network,” he says.
“It allows people with an Internet connection to move money without
revealing their ﬁnancial information. Our company makes it easier and
cheaper for people and companies to store and move money across
the world.”
To see how SynapsePay works, take a look at what inspired Pathak:
“My co-founder Bryan Keltner and I were at a local festival and we
couldn’t pay with credit or debit cards,” he says. “We learned it was
too expensive (for the vendors) to process transactions because of
associated fees, so they weren’t accepting credit cards.”
Pathak and Keltner thus created SynapsePay, which costs the
seller only about 25 cents per transaction. Pathak says that means
huge savings for businesses that accept credit and debit cards. The
company has already attracted several major investors and is in use at
dozens of local restaurants.

R U IN?
Don’t get junior political science major Cole Roe of Munford, Tenn.,
wrong: he is a big fan of social media — he just thinks a tweak here
and there can have huge beneﬁts.
“I’ve always thought that social media networks and group
messaging apps have been incredibly useful, but have equated to
just more clutter and extra noise when it comes to being aware of
the actual important things happening around us,” he says. “Because
of that, I started creating a social media service that would ﬁlter
out irrelevant content and show only what was interesting to each
individual. Through that previous venture, I stumbled upon this very
niche communication issue of event distribution and social scheduling
and decided that it was a prevalent problem among countless people
— and a problem I knew how to ﬁx.”
Roe created the app Uin (pronounced “you in”). “We are redeﬁning
the way people become aware of events around them, like parties and
meetings, and how they schedule them,” he says.
Uin gives event organizers a singular platform that does all the
scheduling legwork for them while providing individuals with a central
hub to ﬁnd out about events of interest to them and an easy way to
add these events to their personal calendars.
Roe says the Crews Center has been invaluable.
“The 80-plus hours a week we all choose to spend working
on our companies instead of out partying will be worth it, either
from the companies we build, the experiences we gain or a
combination of both. We are being molded into potent leaders
and thoughtful builders.”
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When it comes
to research, it is
a no-brainer that
University of Memphis
psychology professor
Dr. Charles Blaha goes
the extra mile: he is
internationally known
for not one — but two
areas of scientiﬁc
exploration.

By Anita Houk
12
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By the time the journey of the ﬁctional autistic savant of Rain Man wowed
ﬁlm fans in 1988, newly minted PhD Charles Douglas Blaha had already
embarked on his own journey into the mysteries of autism and the brain.
Blaha’s explorations, however, would be real,

instructor of undergraduate Physiological

He earned his bachelor’s degree in

advancing knowledge of the brain’s intricate

Psychology, Intro to Psychological Research

physiological psychology at the University of

electro-chemical balance and offering hope to

and a class in Alcohol, Drugs and Behavior.

California at Santa Barbara in 1976. There,

people with autism, Parkinson’s Disease and

For graduate students, he conducts classes

under the guidance of department head Dr.

other brain neurotransmitter disorders.

in Behavioral Neuroscience and in Clinical

Harry Carlisle, research assistant Blaha was

Neuropsychopharmacology.

introduced to stereotaxic surgery (small animal

Today, he might be called “The Brain Man of
The University of Memphis.”
“I have been a neuroscientist all my life,

As director of the U of M’s Experimental

brain surgery), which was “unheard of then!”

Program in the Department of Psychology,

exclaims Blaha. He also met Dr. Ross F. Lane

since my ﬁrst year as a graduate student,”

Behavioral Neuroscience, his enthusiasm

at the University of Oregon at Eugene.

says Dr. Blaha, rolling his chair close to a lab

for inquiry never wavers. Since coming to

table and quickly thumbing through charts of

Memphis, his efforts have garnered more than

neurotransmitter delivery pathways he has

$6 million in research grants (mostly NIH). In

identiﬁed and a wireless deep brain stimulation

2011, he was honored with the U of M Alumni

system he can’t wait to see developed.

Association’s Distinguished Research in Social

Quietly at the forefront of deep brain
stimulation (DBS) and dopamine release

Sciences and Business Award.
Recent NIH grants include: “Simultaneous

measurement for years, Blaha was ushered

fMRI and Neurochemical Analysis of Deep Brain

into the University of Memphis faculty in

Stimulation” ($1.9 million, 2011-2016); “Mouse

2004 by his longtime friend and colleague,

Model of Developmental Cerebellar Damage

Dr. Guy Mittleman, then director of Behavioral

Related to Autism” ($2 million, 2009-2014);

Neuroscience.

and “Gene to Phenotype Networks for Alcohol

Soon after, Blaha was contacted out of
the blue by Dr. Kendall Lee, a neurosurgeon,

and Drug Addiction” ($2.3 million, 2006-2009).
“NIH is interested in ‘translational research,’”

researcher and director of the Neural

says Blaha, explaining that the term entails the

Engineering Laboratory at Mayo Clinic in

expeditious “translation” of discoveries from the

Rochester, N.Y. Their ongoing collaboration has

lab into the clinical setting for humans – a good

proved fruitful in research and in human results,

ﬁt for Blaha.

and it includes a U.S. patent for Apparatus and
Method for Modulating Neurochemical Levels in
the Brain.
Blaha’s research, sustained by grants, extends
the course he began mapping in the1980s.
His scholarly journey has taken
him from the West Coast to
Canada (University of British
Columbia-Vancouver), Australia
(Macquarie University in Sydney) and
back home to the U.S. and the University
of Memphis.

Today, Blaha might
be called “The Brain
Man of The University
of Memphis.”

As Professor Blaha, he’s a personable
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Current DBS “stimulates 24 hours a day,”
he explains. “There is no feedback. They just
turn on the stimulator and leave it on. It usually
lasts two to three years. This has a radio device,
and you go in every six months to a year to get
reprogrammed because the effects can wane.
“However, right now,” and here Blaha’s voice
quickens, “we’re at a new stage of development
of these new deep brain stimulation devices,
the next-generation smart DBS systems.
That means we’re going to be reading the
information from the brain and using that to
control the stimulator.
“Our plan is to shrink this down to microchip
size and, rather than implant it in the chest
cavity, implant it under the skin of the skull and
connect it to smart DBS electrodes. You could
be passing through the airport and I could
contact it and see if your dopamine levels are
high enough.”
Dopamine is a neurotransmitter produced
in the brain that helps regulate the brain’s
Lane, an electro-analytical chemist

His focus entails examining the effects

interested in measuring neurotransmitters in

of dopamine functions and levels and the

the brain, became Blaha’s mentor. At Eugene,

behavioral consequences; neuropharmacology

Blaha became a senior research technician,

of central neurotransmitter systems; and

earned his PhD in psychopharmacology and

deep brain stimulation (implanting electrodes

neurochemistry and worked with Lane.

into the brain – kind of a brain pacemaker —

“We published on what has become known

and measuring the effect on brain chemical

as in vivo voltammetry, which is now used

production and routing and analyzing potential

worldwide to monitor transmitters in the

applications).

brains of awake, freely behaving animals and
humans,” explains Blaha.
As a post-doctoral research fellow, Blaha

passing through the

journals Brain Stimulation, Neurobiology

airport and I

of Learning and Memory, Cerebellum and
Addiction Biology; in 2013, in Toxicological

Systems in Normal and Pathological Behaviour”

Sciences, Cerebellum and Frontiers in Systems

on a $2.3 million grant (1988-1993) from the

Neuroscience; and in 2011, Synapse.

NIH in the United States.
Did he envision the ultimate impact of his
life’s work?
“No,” he freely admits, “and that’s what
makes it satisfying.”

“You could be

In 2014, his research appeared in the

studied “Neurobiology of Central Dopamine

Medical Research Council of Canada – akin to

centers for reward, pleasure and motivation,

In experiments, Blaha employs in vivo
voltammetry; functional magnetic resonance
imagery (fMRI) to identify areas of the brain

could contact
it and see if
your dopamine levels
are high enough.”

activated by therapeutically effective deep brain
stimulation (DBS); and deep brain stimulation
techniques to assess neurotransmitter delivery
and possible therapies for neurological
disorders, including Parkinson’s disease.

14
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“We are trying to save the pathways
(in mouse models) and restore
function to the pathways with drug
treatments that could be
trialed in autism.”

Blaha (left) with his mentor and research partner
Dr. Guy Mittleman, a former U of M professor of
behavioral neuroscience in psychology.

as well as for movement and emotional
responses. Dopamine dysfunction has been
associated with neurologic disorders, including
Parkinson’s Disease, essential tremors, autism
spectrum disorder, attention deﬁcit disorder,
schizophrenia, obsessive-compulsive disorder
(OCD) and Tourette Syndrome.
The DBS device that Blaha sees on the
horizon would have broad applications, beyond
the neurological.
“It’s wireless. I can read from it. I can talk to
it. That is where we’re going,” he says excitedly.
“They’re considering using it for drug abuse
and obesity.”

And there is more.

“This shows that DBS has a broad range

“That’s new information,” he asserts.

of applications to a variety of human brain

“We’re suggesting that, given this most

disorders. It’s even considered for a coma.”

common pathology in autistic patients,

Then he changes gears, focusing on another
research path: the mystery of autism.
“It’s a bit different,” he explains. “It’s all in
mouse models.”
Autism spectrum disorder is characterized by
social impairments, communication difﬁculties
and repetitive patterns of behavior that surface
in young children.
“You have a range of behavioral deﬁcits
– social, executive function – and the most
common pathology you ﬁnd in a brain of

that there is a loss or dysregulation of the
cerebellum that is related to the dysregulation
of the dopamine in the prefrontal cortex and
via these two pathways. When you get the shift
from one pathway strength to the thalamus, a
lot of bad things can happen.
“We are trying to save the pathways (in
mouse models) and restore function to the
pathways with drug treatments that could be
trialed in autism.
“That,” he emphasizes, “is where the

autistics is that the cerebellum loses Purkinje

‘translation’ comes in.” And with a large staff

cells (large, branched neurons in the cerebellar

of graduate assistants and a full teaching load,

cortex at the base of the brain).”

there is no sign Blaha will be slowing

Another critical factor is dopamine release,

down soon.

and Blaha has found that there is more than
“There’s a lot of impetus now from NIH

one pathway for delivery: through the thalamus

to come up with a prosthetic device to treat

and through the midbrain. While the total

returning soldiers who have spinal cord injury,

released may be equivalent, the pathway

PTSD and so forth,” Blaha says. “And for

used can alter the effects.

the civilian population, uses could vary from
neurological to psychiatric.
“There is (DBS) testing now on OCD
and Tourette Syndrome. And they are
screening for use with drug-resistant
depression and Alzheimer’s.
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Climbing the second
To prepare for K2, Arnette trained
for six months by scaling 15
14,000-foot-high mountains in
Colorado with a 30-pound pack.

highest mountain in

K2
facts

the world — K2 on the
border of Pakistan and
China — can certainly
have its risks: one in
every four climbers
who have attempted it
has perished. But that
By Greg Russell and
Gabrielle Maxey
Photos provided by
Alan Arnette

did not stop U of M
alumnus Alan Arnette,
who cheated death
four times during his
journey to the top —
and back down again.

One only has to look at the statistics to
realize how treacherous a climb K2 in remote
Pakistan can be. Since the ﬁrst successful
summit in 1954, 84 climbers have died,
including 33 while descending. Of the nine
women who reached the summit of this
second-highest mountain in the world, ﬁve died
during the descent. Only about 340 have ever
reached the top (compared to about 6,800
successful summits of Mt. Everest). Below
zero temperatures, near gale-force winds and
avalanches (including one that killed two New
Zealanders in 2013) make it statistically the
second most dangerous climb in the world.
But perhaps the best way to understand
the difﬁculties this mysterious mountain —
nicknamed the Savage Beast — offers to
climbers is by reading two blog entries
written by U of M alum Alan Arnette
during his K2 attempt last July.
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Arnette gives a thumbs-up just before
summiting K2, a climb that he says had
his lungs screaming for oxygen.

“The air was black, the chill
penetrating. The feeling of
death was real. Only an hour
out of Camp 4 at 25,000 feet
on K2, I was dying.”
“My lungs screamed for
oxygen. I began to feel my
body go limp for the third
time in three hours. K2 was
testing me.”

“Climbing K2 was never in my plans,” says

Everest — Day 1 of his journey started with

Arnette. “I started climbing at age 38. To that

his arrival in Islamabad; Days 5-12 were spent

point, I was obsessed with work and focused

at the 17,500-foot-high Base Camp and its

on the usual trappings of life. But a childhood

surroundings (acclimatizing and organizing).

trip from my hometown of Memphis to Estes

Through his own words, we pick up Arnette’s

Park, Colo., one summer changed that. I moved

journey just after he ascends the most technical

to Colorado in 1988 for a job. Even then, I only

climb of the trip, the daunting Black Pyramid,

looked at the mountains, but did manage to

located at 22,000 feet — and just before

summit Long Peak.”

trouble starts setting in.

That trip lit a ﬁre that continued on in 2011
when he climbed the Seven Summits in
10 months. “I reached every summit from
Antarctica, New Guinea, Africa to Russia except

When most teams arrive in Islamabad,

for Denali (Mt. McKinley) in Alaska, where
On his 58th birthday last July 27, Arnette

weather stopped us,” he says. He also reached

became the oldest American to summit its

the top of Mt. Everest.

28,251-foot-high peak. He climbs the world’s
highest mountains to raise awareness of

On this trip to K2 — a mountain most

Alzheimer’s disease in honor of his mother, Ida.

mountaineers consider even tougher than

W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U

Pakistan, they travel to Askole, a small

K2
facts

town of mud huts and barefoot children
in the Shigar Valley in the remote region
of the Karakoram mountains. From here,
climbers trek through as much as 75 miles
of wilderness to reach K2’s Base Camp.
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Days 13-25:

Days 26-33:

EARLY SUCCESS,
THEN ON THE
EDGE OF DEATH

THE FINAL
ASCENT
Mountain climbers do what they do for
different reasons. “My early years of

“We had spent ﬁve days reaching
the high camp on K2. Climbing
the Black Pyramid was the most
fun I had ever experienced on an
8,000-meter mountain. It was full-on
rock climbing at 22,000 to 24,000
feet with extreme exposure. I felt
alive and fulﬁlled.”

mountaineering were pure selﬁsh endeavors
designed for bragging rights if I stood on
top,” Arnette says. “I foolishly estimated
what it took to summit an 8,000-meter
mountain. I turned back on more climbs than
I summitted. I refused to call them failures,
but rather learning experiences.”
And for Arnette, he had to draw on these

“But as I arrived at Camp 2, Camp 3 and
Camp 4, a cough had developed … it was
high-altitude pulmonary edema, a fatal
condition where the lungs ﬁll with ﬂuids,

experiences to keep from dying, to ﬁnally

“(But then) I thought about
my mom and her battle with

reach the top of K2.
“I looked towards the summit and saw a

which stops breathing. The only cure is

Alzheimer’s, the fact that I

steeply angled snow slope providing the

descending, yet I was climbing higher.”

was on K2 to honor her. How

only path. It looked far way. I took a deep

could I just give up? Did I

“The higher we went (above 25,000
feet), the thought of death became more
real. An immense feeling of debilitating
fatigue overtook me. I felt discouraged and
disappointed. I was losing the physical,
mental and emotional battle and there was
nothing I could do to stop it. I felt helpless,
hopeless and ready to capitulate to K2. A

have a choice? I took another
deep breath, but this one was
different. Something entered
me as I inhaled. I deeply
exhaled almost like purging

sense of overwhelming sadness penetrated

the sadness from my essence.

me like a cold mist in a dense fog reaching

I felt the energy as I inhaled.

every part of my mind, body and soul. It was

I had no idea where it came

all I could do just to remain standing. ‘This is
it.’ Then I felt my life-force leave my body. I

from, but my body began

was dying. I was content to stay where I was.

to react. I took a step and

I wanted to sit down, lie down, but my body

another.”

had stopped working. I couldn’t move.”

breath again, trying to get back in touch with

“Soon the sight of the serac (a column of
glacial ice) perked me up more knowing how
close I was to the most dangerous part of K2,

The deadliest year on K2 was in 2008
with 13 deaths, including 11 in one
incident. There were no summits in the
recent years of 2009, 2010 and 2013,
primarily due to bad weather conditions.
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the section that killed many people including
my friend Ger McDonnell in 2008. His body
might have been somewhere near me. That
gave me a boost for the ﬁnal ascent.”

THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

the picture of my mom. This same picture

team is critical, including Sherpas, an ethnic

had been to all my summits since 2008.”

group from the highest regions of the
Himalayas who are critical staff members

“I held up the picture and
tried to smile. I fought back
the elusive energy. It didn’t come this time.

the emotions as my eyes ﬁlled

My climbing was now mechanical, based on

with tears. Finally I realized

years of experience and without thought.

where I was and what I was

Knowing I only had one real choice, I started
to take small steps higher and higer. Each

followed by long breaths.”

“This should be no surprise to anyone who
followed me that having my Everest summit
partner Kami (Ang Chhiring Sherpa) was a
perfect match for me. I trust my life to him,”
Arnette says.

doing. I was overwhelmed
once again.”

step was a struggle. Each took on a life of
its own: a beginning, a middle and an end

during climbs.

“I stepped away from the group and my pack,
but careful to be clear of the cornice. I slowly

“Then I looked up at the summit. Another

turned my body looking in every direction,

wave of emotion overtook me, a different

pausing at each cardinal point. I was on the

emotion. ‘I can do this,’ I said to myself. ‘I

summit of K2.”

can make the summit.’ And I started to climb
again. The thought of descending never
entered my mind.”

Days 34-40:

“The morning sun was now shining bright,

THE TREK OUT

warming up the below zero air. I reached the

The climbing party stayed about 30 minutes

Along with Kami Rita Sherpa and Fur Kancha

top of the snow slope and looked to my left.

on the peak. Arnette likes to say the descent

Sherpa, Arnette says he owes his resilience

The summit, I was at the summit of K2!”

is where the real climb begins. Exhaustion

to his two climbing partners, Garrett Madison

can lead to mistakes, especially with

and Matt Dupoy — but also to something

rappelling routes only for the very technical

else.

“I slowly walked the remaining 50 feet to
join the team. I came to a stop and slowly
turned my head to inspect the summit. It was

savvy.

“The biggest difference was watching the

larger than most, fairly ﬂat but towards China

“My ability to make good decisions was

inspiration and motivation that came from

it dropped quickly. Toward Pakistan it was a

waning,” he says of the trip down. “I was

watching my mom struggle with Alzheimer’s.

small cornice that dropped even faster.”

losing and K2 was indifferent to my plight. My

She did it with class, dignity and humor.

teammates were ﬁghting their own battles.

She never let on how much it hurt her. Her

If I were to survive, it was going to take

strength and courage kept me going each

everything I had.”

time I felt weak physically or mentally.”

“I hugged my teammates as I took off my
pack and removed my oxygen mask. Once
again, I became task focused, pulling out my
camera for pictures and videos. I then used
my satellite phone to call my blog, leaving

“K2 took me to depths within

a fairly incoherent message. Then I called

my essence I never knew

my best friend and climbing partner, Jim. ‘I

existed. Four times I had to

made it!’”
“‘Let’s leave in ﬁve or 10,’ my climbing

ﬁght to keep going, ﬁght to
survive, ﬁght to live.”

partner Garrett called out as we were now
taking in the views. I had one last task to

Arnette did survive. As any high-altitude

complete. I reached in my pack and took out

mountaineer will tell you, his or her support
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TIPPING
THE
SCALES

By Gabrielle Maxey
Photography by
Rhonda Cosentino

or policy-related barriers impeding health care,”
says Amy Campbell, associate professor and

Breathe easier, Memphis. Live healthier.
Area families should ﬁnd their living
thanks to two new initiatives of the University

environmental conditions is widely recognized

of Memphis’ Cecil C. Humphreys School of Law.

as a concern,” says Susan Steppe, director of
Le Bonheur’s CHAMP program, a community-

(HHP), students in the Law School are working

based intervention for children with asthma.

to ensure that every child in the area grows up

“The Healthy Homes Partnership brings

In Memphis, nearly 14 percent of children

community partners to the table to address
core environmental conditions that contribute to

have asthma. At Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital,

pediatric asthma in Memphis. Not surprisingly,

asthma accounts for 40 percent of hospital

the families most affected by asthma are

admissions. Many of these cases result in visits

typically economically disadvantaged, and they

to the Emergency Department.

experience challenges in accessing care and

“Le Bonheur came to us about a medical-

SP R I NG 2015

“While there are many contributing factors
to this disease, its link to allergens and

in a healthy home.

20

at the Law School.

environments improved both inside and out,

Through the Healthy Homes Partnership

Student Jack Heﬂin (left) consults with Steve
Barlow, U of M law professor and a city staff
attorney, on an Environmental Court case.

director of the Institute for Health & Law Policy

services. These are the very individuals that

legal partnership, which involves adding a

may be least equipped to navigate complex

lawyer to the health care team to address legal

bureaucracies and health care systems.”
THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

It is no big secret that Memphis has a major blight problem, but did you
know that many families in the Mid-South live in unhealthy environments?
University of Memphis law school students are tackling both problems
through the courts — while beefing up their resumes.
to address substandard housing issues for longterm effect.
Jere Mason was a police ofﬁcer for 12
years before enrolling in the Law School. “My
perspective on problem solving was shaped by
my law enforcement career,” Mason says.
“I assumed that the best way to address a
problem was head on – kick the door in and
neutralize the threat. As I was introduced to
the Healthy Homes Partnership and its goal of
helping the youth — speciﬁcally those suffering
from severe asthma — I tried to apply my
prior problem-solving technique to the issue.
Through group discussion and case studies, I
Student Tom Wall (right) works
to resolve an Environmental Court
case with a property owner.

quickly found that with every door I intended
to knock down, it only led to another door — or
worse yet a wall.”
Mason realized that the problem of

Joining in the collaborative are leaders from

“Through partnering with HHP, students get a

childhood asthma in Memphis is a multi-layered

the Shelby County Health Department, the

grounding in core health and multisector policy

issue requiring an organized effort from many

city of Memphis, Housing Code Enforcement,

issues, which is complemented by getting out

in the community. “I began to see that instead

the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban

of the classroom and going into the community

of being the hammer that smashes the door,

Development (HUD), legal services, community

and listening to families while touring affected

I needed to step back and join the many cogs

development councils and community

homes,” Campbell says. “This develops a richer

working together toward solving this serious

organizations like Habitat for Humanity.

and deeper perspective with which to address

problem. I was excited to see ‘cogs’ like doctors,

A Strengthening Communities Initiative

technical code issues. Equally critical, students

lawyers, social workers and the Memphis mayor

grant provided seed money and national

are working with families to help them be

all working in unison. Participating in the HHP

trainers for HHP.

better advocates for their loved ones and their

has been a highlight of my law school career

communities.”

and given me a new perspective on problem

“Le Bonheur professionals recognized that
a major impediment to providing quality and

The eventual goal is for students to help

solving and renewed hope in the ability of our

effective care was related to policy barriers,”

modify housing codes and/or draft legislation

community and its leaders to work together for

Campbell says. “And to best address the

the betterment of our future.”

barriers, lawyers and law students needed to
go into children’s homes and see ﬁrsthand
how substandard housing issues — such as the
presence of mold — harm health.”
Last semester nine U of M law school
students in the new Health Policy Practicum, led
by Campbell, joined Healthy Homes Partnership

“The Healthy Homes Partnership brings
community partners to the table to address
core environmental conditions that contribute
to pediatric asthma in Memphis.”

members, including community health workers
and code inspectors, to get a closer look.
W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U
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Law School students Marcy Walker (left)
and Josh Bradley (right) visit a blighted
property site with the owner.

Clinic has been my most enjoyable experience
in law school. As a native Memphian, I relish
the fact that I have the opportunity to assist the
city’s legal department in combating blight.“
Student Marcy Walker sometimes juggles
as many as 30 Environmental Court cases in
various stages of completion. “It’s great to have
hands-on experience in the courtroom, but also
so beneﬁcial in learning to deal with real-life
issues that have to be faced when dealing with
blighted properties,” she says.
“The experience that I’ve cherished most
is that I have had the opportunity to meet
with members of a neighborhood association
strategy is needed to address such a challenge,
and the legal clinic is an important part of

In recognition of the Partnership’s promising
work, HUD has named Memphis as one of its

Memphis’ response.”
Partnering with the City Attorney’s ofﬁce,

pilot sites for policy-related technical assistance

students handle cases before the Shelby

around housing code reform.

County Environmental Court. Clinic students
spend 10 to 20 hours a week working on

Good neighbors
In the second initiative, the Law School and
the city of Memphis Law Division launched the
Neighborhood Preservation Clinic to expose law
students to complex legal issues surrounding
property abandonment, neglect and blight, and
to hone their litigation and oral advocacy skills.
Under the supervision of law professor Danny
Schaffzin and city of Memphis staff attorney
Steve Barlow, the students investigate property
conditions, report to code enforcement ofﬁcials,
prepare civil lawsuits and prosecute neglectful
owners with the aim of bringing them into
compliance with property maintenance, housing
and building standards.
Memphis ﬁles more lawsuits against owners
of blighted properties than any other city in the
United States. “For a variety of reasons, the city
of Memphis, particularly in the core of the city,
has a high level of vacancy and abandonment
of houses and buildings,” says Barlow, who
also is co-director of the Clinic. “There are
some 10,000 abandoned single-family houses
within the I-240 Loop alone, based on utility
disconnects for more than a year. Best practices
nationally suggest that an aggressive legal
22
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cases, in the courtroom and doing research
and investigation. They also participate in an
intensive orientation and weekly classroom
sessions on blight and abandonment in
Memphis, getting a primer on codes, housing

who are concerned with blight in their
neighborhood. I’m in the process of helping
to coordinate efforts with the city inspectors
and have started to ﬁle lawsuits on homes
that are deemed a public nuisance in this
neighborhood. Connecting this neighborhood
association with the people in the city who can
help them preserve their neighborhood, and
then helping to get those owners into court
so that the homes can either be rehabilitated
or demolished, is very rewarding and very
necessary for our community.”

laws, national models and legal strategies to
address these problems.
“In collaborating to form this ﬁrst-of-itskind Neighborhood Preservation Clinic, the
University of Memphis School of Law and the
city of Memphis Attorney’s Ofﬁce are together
imparting cutting-edge experiential training
to future lawyers and building all-important

“The Clinic’s student
attorneys are representing
the city and advocating
for its people and its
communities.”

capacity to bolster the ﬁght against blighted
properties in Memphis,” says Schaffzin, director
of experiential learning at Memphis Law. “The
Clinic’s student attorneys are representing
the city and advocating for its people and
its communities. In the Shelby County
Environmental Court and on the streets of
Memphis, the positive impact of their efforts
is being felt in real and immediate ways.”
As student Jarrett Spence puts it, “Law
school, in large measure, does not prepare
students to practice law — but the U of M’s
legal clinics do. The Neighborhood Preservation

Walker has learned practical skills such as
the process of ﬁling a civil warrant to initiate a
lawsuit, tracking down individuals so they can
be served with a lawsuit, and sitting down with
defendants to discuss what needs to be done
to rehabilitate their property.
“The best part,” she says, “is to have an
Order to Dismiss entered when the defendant
has completed the required rehabilitation on
their property so that it is no longer deemed a
public nuisance.”
THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

CAMPUS NOTEBOOK
F I R ST O F A L L

Wise Words
“I tell people to respect others, work hard and to be honest
and sincere,” says Dr. Hsiang-te Kung, a U of M earth
sciences professor since 1981. “In doing so, we can live in
harmony and make society a better place to live in.”
A direct descendant of Confucius, Kung has blended the Sage’s
time-tested philosophies with the modern-day educational
system to build what is recognized as one of the top 30
Confucius Institutes in the world (out of more than 400).
“My parents taught me that integrity, morals and ethics come
ﬁrst,” he says. “Then, with good talents and skills, you can
contribute much more to society. They stressed to have a good
beginning and to have a good end — do not stop without
completing the task.”
Those words were important to Kung when he was ﬁrst handed
the task of landing a Confucius Institute in 2006. Competition
was ﬁerce: Vanderbilt University was among several southeastern
universities in the chase. Kung’s relentless pursuit ended in 2007
when the U of M was chosen. The College of William & Mary,
Stanford University and the University of Melbourne have been
among other awardees from around the world.
Thousands on campus and in the Mid-South have learned about
China through the Institute’s ﬁve centers that offer student and
faculty exchanges, opportunities for research collaborations and
lessons on Chinese language and culture. Kung says that the
Institute has also “opened friendly doors” between the U of M
and Chinese universities while bettering overall U.S. and China
relations.
Though his family name is included in Confucius’ family tree
(which is kept inside the Confucius Temple in Qufu City, China),
the modest Kung will tell you, “I am just an ordinary man.”

W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U
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GAMEFACE

Is U of M sophomore Austin Nichols destined to become one of the best Tiger big men ever? Ronnie
Robinson, Keith Lee, Larry Kenon and Lorenzen Wright easily slide into that category, but what about
this Memphis-area native who spent much of the season in the top three in the nation in blocked
shots? Former Tiger and NBA great Elliot Perry weighs in: “He has all the ingredients. He is an excellent
one-on-one defender besides being an excellent shot blocker. Austin has the ability to score in the
post as well as a great attitude and work ethic. I feel that he will have a tremendous opportunity
to make it to the next level (NBA). I think he should continue to work on his strength as well as
developing a 10- to 15-foot jump shot that allows him to not be limited to just playing on the block.
He has everything else — it’s just a matter of polishing the tools he has.” (Photo by Joe Murphy)
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LOOK WHO’S TALKING

Beth Lee, U of M riﬂe team member and junior
anthropology and earth science major

C A L E N DA R
April 23-25
Theatre and Dance Department presents Blues for

How did you get into shooting?
I didn't do much shooting when I was younger,
but my dad did do a lot of hunting so the idea of
shooting was never foreign to me. When I was 8,
I took a gun-safety class and they recognized my
potential, and referred me to my high school coach,
who was already coaching my oldest sister, Kaitlynn. I
had to wait until I was 13 to join the team, but once I
did, I never looked back.

an Alabama Sky. U of M Mainstage Theatre. 7:30

What is your greatest achievement so far in
riﬂe at the U of M?
My ﬁrst thought is that my greatest achievement
would be making the ﬁnals in both smallbore and
riﬂe at NCAAs last year. However, I think my greatest
achievement is raising my match aggregate average
nearly 20 points from the ﬁrst half of the season to
the last half last year. Making the ﬁnals was great, but
everyone can have a good day now and again. When
you get your average score up, that's when you really
start to shine.

Tiger baseball hosts Cincinnati in an all-important

p.m. Call 901.678.3184.

May 1-3
three-game conference slate at FedExPark (Park Ave.
Campus). 6:30 p.m. on May 1; 2 p.m. on May 2;
and 1 p.m. on May 3. Visit gotigersgo.com for any
updates on game details.

May 2-3
Tiger softball hosts Houston in a three-game series
on Park Ave. Campus. 1 and 3 p.m. on May 2 and 11

What do people say whey they learn you’re on
the riﬂe team? Do they expect it to be a sport
just for men?
Most people actually ﬁnd it cool that I’m on the riﬂe
team. Basically everyone who ﬁnds out inevitably tells
me about their experiences and thoughts about guns.
I've never had anyone be surprised that I'm a woman
who shoots though, but that doesn't stop some of
the men from immediately offering up a challenge,
thinking that they can beat me because I’m a girl.

a.m. on May 3. Visit gotigersgo.com for more info.

You participate in two disciplines - air riﬂe and
smallbore. Do you prefer one over the other?
I have had to have two surgeries on my wrist,
speciﬁcally the one that goes in the sling in the prone
and kneeling positions for smallbore. Since having
the surgeries, I had only shot a handful of smallbore
matches before coming to shoot for Memphis. To
this day, smallbore still hurts, but I have learned how
to shoot through it. For this reason, most who have
known me think air riﬂe is my favorite, but they're
wrong. Even though smallbore hurts, it's a challenge
for me. I struggle with it; therefore I enjoy it.

Men’s tennis in NCAA regionals. Location and times

May 8-10

Is there much danger involved in shooting?
While there is gun crime, shooting itself is not
dangerous. Every year you hear about football players
getting injured on the ﬁeld and occasionally a death.
In most sports, injuries are a part of the game. It
happens and you move on. In shooting, you get
the occasional thrown shoulder or bumped head,
which is always due to hauling heavy equipment
or accidentally hitting your head before or after the
match. To this day, there have been zero deaths at
any riﬂe match, ever. So you tell me, is my sport
dangerous?

TBA. Visit gotigersgo.com in mid-May for more
information.

May 9
Spring Commencement. FedExForum. 10 a.m. and
2:30 p.m. Be sure to visit www.memphis.edu/
commencement/ for updates (NBA playoff schedule
at FedExForum could alter date).

June 15-23
Alumni Association Tiger Treks Educational Tour:
Pearls of the Mediterranean - Oceania Cruises: Rome
to Monte Carlo. Call 1.800.842.9023 or visit http://
memphis.edu/alumni/beneﬁts/travel.php for
details on this and other world tours.
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AS K T H E E X P E R T

T I G E R H I G H L I G H TS

Fear of public speaking? Learn how to slay that dragon!
Don Hutson (BBA ’67), CEO of U.S. Learning
No one would debate that U of M alumnus Don Hutson is an expert on public speaking: he has given more
than 6,000 presentations in 32 countries and addressed over half of the Fortune 500 companies. He has been
inducted into The Speakers Hall of Fame and is past president of the National Speakers Association. The Wall
Street Journal and New York Times best-selling author says “stay cool” when behind the podium.
PA N I C ? N OT !
Hutson says there are
more people with fear
of speaking in front of a
group than those without
it. “This is a natural
apprehension, but there
are some things you can
do to deal with it,” he says.
“There is no substitute for
preparation. The better
prepared and rehearsed
you are, the less nervous
you will be. Practice your
speech, approach the
lectern with conﬁdence,
and remember that they
don’t know what you
are supposed to say.
Tailor your remarks to
their current needs or
to the theme of their
meeting.” And, Hutson
says, the more speeches
a person gives, the easier
it becomes. “I love the
platform; it is like my
second home.”

WA R M - U P AC T
So what does Hutson do
in the minutes before a
speech? “When I am being
introduced, I take a couple
of deep breaths with slow
exhales, and I always say
a short prayer. I take the
focus off of me and put it
on the audience members,
thinking of how I can
have a positive inﬂuence
on them. I sometimes
have a little constructive
tension, but that is a good
thing because it keeps
me focused on being my
best. Cavett Robert, the
founder of the National
Speakers Association, used
to say, ‘I still get some
butterﬂies, but after a few
thousand talks, I’ve learned
how to get them to ﬂy in
formation!’”

T H AT ’ S F O R E I G N
What if your task is
delivering a speech to a
foreign audience? “I’ve
been accused of having
somewhat of a rapid-ﬁre
delivery, which complicates
things for international
audiences and translators,
so I slow down in that
environment — and you
should, too. I have also
found that much of the
humor I use with an
American audience does
not go over with many
international groups, so I
use less humor. On the
positive side, I have found
most international groups
are very appreciative and
are glad they had the
opportunity to hear you.”

TA K E N O F L AC K
So what happens when
an audience turns ugly?
“I have had them on
many occasions,” he
says. “Some examples
of problem audiences
are those who have
had a two-hour cocktail
reception prior to your
after-dinner speech. One
time I had a heckler,
and I turned to him and
said, ‘Do you want to
come up and make this
speech?’ The audience
laughed, yelled ‘No!,’ and
his boss escorted him
out of the facility. Once
my microphone went
out in the middle of a
talk to 1,500 people, and
I said in a loud voice,
‘This is amazing isn’t it?
They build a $76 million
dollar hotel and put a
$32 microphone in the
ballroom!’ People roared,
and someone brought me
a mic that did work.”

INVESTITURE
The investiture of Dr. M. David Rudd as the 12th president of the
University of Memphis occurred April 17 during a ceremony at
Rose Theatre on campus. Watch for extended coverage of the
event in the next issue of The University of Memphis Magazine.

W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U

DON’T LOOK DOWN!
Just how high can she go? Rising junior pole vaulter
Carolina Carmichael has quietly become a national
juggernaut in track and ﬁeld, repeatedly breaking the
school mark and recording the 10th best height in the
nation in indoor pole vault at the Missouri Invitational
in February, clearing a height of 13 feet, 11.75 inches.
Carmichael was one of three U of M pole vaulters
(along with Pauls Pujats and Austin Crenshaw) to
compete at last year’s NCAA National Track and Field
Outdoor Championships for ﬁeld events coach Tyler
Fraizer. The U of M was the only school in the nation
with three pole vaulters at the championships.

Williams, Cook, Metcalf and Topham.

SALUTE
All-American running back DeAngelo Williams, track
and ﬁeld star David Topham, baseball’s Andy Cook
and soccer standout Andy Metcalf were four former
U of M student-athletes inducted into the M Club
Hall of Fame Feb. 6. Williams rushed for more than
6,000 yards as a Tiger; Topham won the 1984 Metro
Conference 10k title; Metcalf is the soccer program’s
third-leading soccer; and Cook was drafted in 1988 by
the New York Yankees, eventually playing for the Bronx
Bombers.
Also entering the Hall were former Interim President
R. Brad Martin and his wife, Dina (Dr. Cecil C.
Humphreys Golden Tiger Award); Scott Forman (Ralph
Hatley Silver M Award); Joseph Lewis (Billy J. Murphy
Award); and the late Eddie Cantler (Murray Armstrong
Award).
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DOCUMENT THIS
Communication professor Craig Leake
and his students received a regional
Emmy Award from the National Academy
of Television Arts and Sciences for the
documentary Inside Story.
SALUTE!
Honors students Melissa Byrd and
Danielle Davis are ﬁnalists for the
Truman Scholarship, a prestigious
national fellowship that provides up
to $30,000 for graduate study.

STOP THE PRESSES!
U of M student Joshua Cannon was
selected out of 400 applicants to
work as a spring 2015 USA Today
correspondent. Write on!

TOO CLEVER
Phones on campus rang off
the hooks when a satirical
web publication ran a bogus
story that an ancient Viking
ship had been discovered
along the shore of the
Mississippi River and that a
team of U of M archaeologists
was leading the excavation.

MONUMENTAL ACHIEVEMENT
Karen Weddle-West ofﬁcially became
the ﬁrst female African-American
provost at the U of M in February.

CATCH OUR DRIFT
After an early March snowstorm
shut down campus for possibly a
record sixth time this spring, dozens
of students answered the call for a
rambunctious snowball ﬁght in front of
the Administration Building.

WE’RE NO. 1!
The U of M’s doctoral program in the
Department of Philosophy is ranked ﬁrst in
the country in the number of PhDs awarded
to African-Americans.

SOMETHING TO BUILD ON
U of M architecture students created
potential designs for the new Student
Recreation Center that will include a
land bridge over the railroad tracks; it is
scheduled for completion in 2018.

DAA WINNERS
ANNOUNCED
The University of Memphis Alumni
Association presented its Distinguished
Alumni Awards at a gala on April 11. Award
recipients included Distinguished Alumni
Hilliard Crews, Wink Martindale and Diane
Vescovo. Andrew Bailey was honored as
Outstanding Young Alumnus. Michael Cook,
Pitt Hyde and Dave North were recognized as
honorary alumni. Look for additional coverage
of the event in our next issue.
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Descent
by Tim Johnston
Johnston’s new thriller has been called “astonishing” by The
Washington Post; said an NPR reviewer, “My heart’s still
pounding even now, recalling just about every turn and twist
of the action.“ So exactly how did the U of M English prof
construct this piece that was six years in the making? “The
idea came to me while I was a carpenter working on a house
located high in the Colorado Rockies,” Johnston says. “A
family of four from the Midwest drives to the mountains and
on the ﬁrst morning of their vacation, 18-year-old daughter
Caitlin vanishes. What becomes of this family when two
years later they know nothing more? Do they survive? Does
she?” Johnston says these questions kept him going through
many more carpentry jobs. “It was the characters that stoked
my ﬁres and kept me writing.” (Algonquin Press)
The Next Elvis: Searching for Stardom at
Sun Records
by Barbara Barnes Sims (MA ’60)
Sims says when she was working at Sun Records from
1957-1960, she had no idea that 55 years later she would
have an audience wanting to know the inner workings of
the famed music studio. “It was because of the curiosity of
young fans of the music of Sun that I began to speak of my
unusual career there,” she says. “I recognized that I had been
witness to some of the most remarkable talent in American
musical and cultural history: Sam Phillips, Elvis, Charlie Rich,
Johnny Cash, Jerry Lee Lewis, Roy Orbison and others. As I
wrote, I was again having fun as I did in the ’50s: breezing
down Union, Beale and Main streets, the U of M — stopping
in places that now may exist only in memory.” (LSU Press)
The Palace Blues
by Brandy T. Wilson
Wilson takes us back in time in this unusual take on the era
of bathtub gin and speakeasies by exploring the adventures
of Jessie Bailey, a ﬁctional, cross-dressing blues singer, and
her fan, Frankie. “I knew that it was rare in the early 20th
century for women — especially African-American women
— to be independent and have careers, and particularly
rare for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people to
be open about their sexuality and unconventional gender
expressions,” says the English instructor. “I came at the
material as an inspired fan of blues legends Ma Rainey and
Bessie Smith, looking to them as role models.” (Spinsters Ink)
THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

T I G E R TA L K
“I feel I do a good job of not getting
overwhelmed by the situation. I
don’t go out there thinking, ‘This
kick is bigger than the last one.’ As
kickers, we know what it’s about
when we sign up for this.”
— FORMER TIGER AND
SUPER BOWL XLIX WINNER
STEPHEN GOSTKOWSKI OF
THE NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS
ON KICKING IN PRESSURE
SITUATIONS

Debate This
Clean Up Your Act!
Most members of the U of M student group the Memphis River Warriors aren’t aware
of the rich — and often quirky — history of McKellar Lake, but who can blame them?
Most Memphians aren’t. For instance …
In the summer of 1960, Elvis Presley (with his newfound wealth) purchased a
powder blue ski boat and headed — where else? — to McKellar. “Hey, that’s Elvis!”
one young lady screamed as the speedboat whistled by. Thousands soon jammed
the lake area, which had become an “in” spot for trendsetters in Memphis: sandy
beaches, beauty pageants and fancy houseboats made this backwash of the
Mississippi River near downtown the place to be and be seen. Even the selfproclaimed “mayor” of McKellar — Marv Shackelford — set a world record after he
skied around the lake nonstop for 35 hours, totaling 818 miles.
But like music changes over time, so has this once-popular spot — but for the worse.
McKellar is now more closely associated with the hashtag #ﬂoatingtrash.
But the Memphis River Warriors have taken aim at the heaping mounds of trash and
in doing so, have become the largest college student-led cleanup organization in the
nation. Its 2,200 volunteers have picked up an incredible 100,000 pounds of trash at
the lake on selected weekends in the past four years.
“The trash comes from all over Memphis,” says River Warrior Lance Willinger, a U of M
senior who is aiming for a career in sustainable development. “All litter, including what
ﬂies out of car windows, gets washed down the storm drains and into ditches and
eventually makes its way to McKellar.”
Millions of gallons of storm water empty into the lake each year, bringing tons of trash
that becomes trapped in the water. The litter makes its way into the lake’s surrounding
woods after ﬂooding.
“Once the water goes down, the trash just stays in the forest,” says Honors student
Rachel Waters, also a Warrior.
Willinger says that means old tires, car parts, plastic containers — you name it —
accumulate, creating an eyesore. A prosthetic leg even made its way downstream.
For their work, the group recently received the prestigious “Mid-South Corporate
Neighbor Award for Outstanding Project” from Volunteer Mid-South.
“This award is impressive considering that some of the other nominees in this
category were Baptist Memorial Hospital, Hilton Worldwide, First Tennessee and
International Paper,” says group adviser Colton Cockrum, assistant director of the U of
M’s Center for Academic Retention and Enrichment Services.
While returning the lake to its former glory is likely impossible, Willinger and the
Warriors work to at least make it a more pleasant environment.
“Picking up trash is an adventure,” he says. “Personally, I really enjoy the hard work
and getting a little dirty, but what keeps me coming back is the awesomeness of just
being around people who share similar interests and concerns about the future of our
planet.” — by Greg Russell
W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U

Inner-city kids have the University
of Memphis to thank for reviving a
competitive debate program.
After seeing the program eliminated
in cash-strapped inner-city schools
about 20 years ago, the Shelby Debate
Society with U of M alumnus Dwight
Fryer as its executive director reached
out to University ofﬁcials to form a
collaboration that has since introduced
academically rigorous debate programs
and tournaments to about 300 urban
middle and high school students.
“About 96 percent of those students
are of color and 84 percent are from
low-income homes,” Fryer points out.
“The U of M’s communications chair
Leroy Dorsey and public and nonproﬁt
administration chair Michael HowellMoroney have invested in making
inroads with our local community.”
Four U of M students are beneﬁting as
well, receiving internships to assist Fryer.
“The great thing about debate is that
it doesn’t require any jerseys or sports
equipment, but it’s just as competitive
and therefore rewarding for both the
students debating and people in the
crowd (judges, volunteers and Debate
Society organizers),“ says Savannah
Lyons, a U of M senior English major
and intern with the program. “It gives
students conﬁdence and when a
student realizes, ‘Hey, I just nailed that
debate,’ they see that they can do a
whole lot of other things, too.”

TWEET, RETWEET
Jake Elliott’s
54-yard ﬁeld goal
in Memphis’ 55-48
Miami Beach Bowl win over Brigham
Young sailed so far, it had Tiger fan
Donnie Marrs tweeting the following
day: “@jake_elliott22’s ﬁeld goal just
landed in Cuba.”

History 101
Imagine being a wounded soldier en
route to a hospital located on a street
named Shotwell. That might be some
soldiers’ worst nightmare. But that was
exactly the case in Memphis in 1943
after the U.S. Army opened a veterans
hospital at the corner of Park Avenue
and Shotwell at the present day U of M
Park Avenue Campus.
“The story of the renaming of Shotwell
to Getwell was a direct consequence
of World War II,” says Dr. Charles
Crawford, longtime U of M history
professor. “The building of Kennedy
Hospital at Park and Shotwell saw
the arrival of tens of thousands of
wounded veterans, some of whom
might have had an unhappy reminder
of being shot, so Getwell seemed to
be a much more encouraging name
for them. These patients were always
brought by train during the night to
Normal Station (adjacent to campus)
and then by ambulance convoy to the
hospital so the public would not know
the extent of American casualties. This
was another contribution our school
made to the war effort.”
At the time, M.E. Brown, a resident
of Marvell, Ark., wrote to a local
newspaper urging the name be
changed. County ofﬁcials agreed, and
despite some opposition, changed the
name to Getwell.
Shotwell, though, didn’t totally go
away. A section of the road that runs
near campus still bears its original
name.
SP R I NG 2015
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Lonnie Ballentine’s life was in disarray. “Should I transfer?” he asked himself after new
Tiger football coach Justin Fuente called him “soft.” Two years later, he ﬁnds himself in
the NFL, thanking the man who set him straight.

Not So Irrelevant
By David Eckstein and JK Nickell
Photography by David Spoth

MICHAEL CLEAR tossed the boy into the

This is what happens when you get hit from

select Jadeveon Clowney.” The defensive

deep end of the pool and for two or three

behind. You have to react. You always gotta

end from the University of South Carolina,

minutes let him struggle on his own. The boy’s

be aware. Can’t panic. One day you’ll face a

exhaustively derided during his ﬁnal college

arms ﬂapped and ﬂailed above the water and

situation that you’re not prepared to deal with.

season for off-ﬁeld antics, embraces his mom

below, churning up a tempest that threatened to

You gotta be ready.

and greets the commissioner on stage. Attention
then turns to the polarizing Heisman winner,

suck him under. Eyes wide open, taking in the
whole world like he might leave it soon, just 7

ON MAY 8, 2014, the ESPN camera pans

Johnny Manziel, as he slips from the top

across a rowdy crowd at Radio City Music Hall

10, top 15, on past the Dallas Cowboys and

in New York City and settles on a quartet of

their mercurial owner, Jerry Jones. Finally the

mother, a former pro basketball player who only

commentators: Jon Gruden, Chris Berman, Mel

Cleveland Browns snatch him up with the 22nd

had one child and so made sure she raised him

Kiper Jr. and Ray Lewis. The sea of blue screens

pick.

just right. Everything transformed as Lonnie grew

surrounding them gives the impression they’re

older, his body ﬁrst stretching vertically and then

broadcasting from an electronic aquarium. They

a Memphis hotel. He’s rented a room for three

thickening at the thighs, arms and neck until his

begin by debating the primary question: Who

days to be with his wife and two daughters.

frame became a collection of ﬁnely sculpted

will be the ﬁrst pick of the NFL Draft?

“I didn’t want to be bothered,” he says. “I just

years old.
Lonnie Ballentine had the eyes of his

muscles wrapped in a thin layer of skin. But

The draft was the brainchild of Bert Bell.

Lonnie Ballentine watches the drama from

wanted it to be us.”

the eyes were always the same, arced slivers

As co-owner of the Philadelphia Eagles during

like crescent moons beginning a new phase:

the league’s infancy, he struggled to recruit

the University of Memphis and is optimistic. His

hopeful and glowing but barely even ﬁngernail-

top talent to his franchise and sought a way

extended family is planning a party the moment

wide. When Lonnie smiled, his eyes seemed to

to increase parity in the league. The ﬁrst draft,

his name is announced. Teams begin calling in

vanish.

in 1935, occurred in January but was pushed

the third round, claiming they’re about to pick

back over time to allow for more scouting of

him up. Instead he sinks further and further.

But now the whole of his eyes were visible,

He’d performed well during his pro day at

ﬁlled with water. Snot dribbled from his nose.

prospects and, thanks to ESPN, eventually

Lonnie was always a quiet kid, and even now he

became a premier three-day TV event during

the room several times before lugging himself

didn’t make a sound. Finally Michael — “Uncle

the sporting calendar’s late-spring doldrums.

back. He watches every pick in anticipation. “I

Mike” to Lonnie — dove in and helped him to

Commissioner Roger Goodell strolls across

safety. After he calmed down, Mike explained it

the stage to kick off the affair. “With the ﬁrst

wasn’t a prank.

pick in the 2014 NFL Draft, the Houston Texans
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By day three he’s angry and storms out of

wouldn’t wish that on anybody,” he says. “It’s a
terrible feeling.”
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As the draft approaches its end, he phones

young age Lonnie learned to care for himself

his family and tells them to go home. There

— cooking, cleaning, washing clothes. But he

will be no party. The New York Giants call

wasn’t alone.

about a free-agent deal, and Lonnie resolves to

Cameron, along with Sam Cage, Lonnie’s

make the best of it, but he switches over when

older cousin, were like brothers to him. They

someone else buzzes in. “This is Rick Smith with

went to pre-K together and played on the same

the Texans. We’re going to take you.”

basketball and baseball teams. Lonnie was a

He turns to the screen to watch a woman

cautious kid, shy unless you were part of his

march to the podium in a tangerine-colored

inner circle, but always ﬁercely competitive. Sam

dress. “With the 256th pick in the 2014 NFL

remembers staying up all night when he was

Draft, the Houston Texans select Lonnie

8; Lonnie wouldn’t go inside until he beat him

Ballentine.” She points to a navy blue jersey with

one-on-one in basketball. “Then when he beats

the number 256 and “Mr. Irrelevant” inscribed

you, you’re never gonna hear the end of it,”

on the back. That’s Lonnie, living out the worst

Sam says.

fear of every kid on every playground in America
— the last pick.
Sure, getting picked at all is an achievement,
but few players selected that late ever make a
team roster. It’s a long fall for a young phenom

Lonnie and Cameron, now a 6-foot-6, 280pound starting tight end at Texas A&M, were cut
from their sixth-grade football team because
they were too small.
In eighth grade he started displaying signs

who was a blue-chip recruit and the kind of

of deﬁance. The school dress code required

devoted teammate that high school coaches

shirts of speciﬁed colors; he showed up one

took to calling “my other son.”

day wearing bright orange. He refused to sit at

Every sport has its own stable of clichés

the front of the classroom. Sheila never worried

about overcoming adversity, but football, more

about him falling prey to peer pressure. “You

than any other, is a game in which you spend a

really couldn’t change his mind,” she says.

lot of time getting up after being knocked down.

“Whatever he did, he was doing himself.” In

An average NFL contest features nearly 150

truth, he was searching for his identity, just a boy

plays, each one leaving in its wake a slew of

and swats the ball away. Rubin turned to his

tinkering with the boundaries of adulthood, and

men splayed across the turf.

defensive coordinator. “We got something

Sheila believed football could provide a structure

special here.”

Lonnie grew up wanting to play basketball
like his mom, but after a series of obstacles

for this examination. By then he’d grown.
One day Thurston Rubin Sr., the varsity

He started every game as a freshman, and
people in Memphis started talking. College

that seemed certain to derail him, it seems that

coach at Hamilton High School, attended

football was most ﬁtting from the beginning.

coaches began calling. He liked the attention,

Lonnie’s football practice to watch the team’s

felt like he was making something of himself,

running back. Instead he was drawn to the

and somewhere along the way fell in love with

tall kid who could backpedal and out-quick

at the swimming pool that day. Mike and Sheila

the game. The stature was nice, but he found

the shorter guys that typically thrive at the

Smith, Lonnie’s mom, graduated high school

something else there. Off the ﬁeld he was still

cornerback position. Lonnie was an enigma, “like

together and remained friends. They had kids

the soft-spoken, humble kid, but on the ﬁeld he

if you saw a giraffe in the jungle running with

at the same time. Sheila coached their peewee

could become something else, inspired by the

the cheetahs,” Rubin says.

kind of camaraderie he’d experienced with his

CAMERON CLEAR, MIKE’S son, was there

basketball teams. (She played in France and

Rubin convinced Sheila to send Lonnie to

closest friends. “My favorite part of the game is

the WNBA after college.) Mike trained them like

Hamilton. Lonnie hated the idea, cried every

he did lots of Memphis kids, some of whom,

when I see my teammates ﬁred up, because I’m

day for the ﬁrst few weeks of practice. Then they

like “Penny” Hardaway and Thaddeus Young,

playing for them,” he says.

faced national powerhouse South Panola High

went on to NBA stardom. Ostensibly it was for

in a seven-on-seven tournament. Nobody could

sports; in truth, for other matters. “I know how

considered him a leader — though an

keep up with South Panola’s star receiver. Coach

important it is for a father to be in a kid’s life,”

unconventional one. “He very rarely spoke, but

Rubin turned to Lonnie, the lanky freshman,

Mike says. “If they don’t have that, we have to

when he did it meant something,” Rubin says.

and gave him the assignment: Stick with him,

create something similar.”

There’s a rare breed of leader, reserved by

kid. First play, the receiver jukes past him on a

nature, who often goes unnoticed by coaches.

deep route, and it looks like Lonnie’s beat. The

only saw him on weekends. His mom worked

But teammates always recognize them. When

quarterback drops a spiral right in the receiver’s

long hours as a teacher and a coach, so at a

they’re around the atmosphere changes; things

hands, but Lonnie somehow eats up the gap

just feel different. This was Lonnie. He was a

Lonnie’s dad drove trucks for a living and
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Even in his freshman year, teammates
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Brittany’s mom to tell her what Lonnie never
could — he couldn’t bear to disappoint. Sheila
comes pounding on the friend’s door, and
Lonnie hears her screaming from his upstairs
hideaway. She drags him home and asks
how he could possibly be so foolish. Not the
pregnancy — that was a mistake — but hiding it
is inexcusable. You’re putting Brittany and the
baby in danger. The families rally to support the
young couple and the little one due in just three
months time.
By now every major college in the country
is calling: How would you like to play football
for the University of Big Time, son? How would
you like to be a star? He’s grown to 6-foot-3 and

Ole Miss, Tennessee, LSU and Alabama
were among the 40 schools to come calling
on Ballentine, but he decided on Memphis
where he ﬁrst played for Larry Porter and
then Justin Fuente.

wins a state title in track. Nick Saban, fresh off a
national championship at Alabama, pays a visit.
So does LSU, Tennessee, Ole Miss and anyone
else that thinks they have a shot at the kid —
over 40 scholarship offers in total. The 16-yearold feels like he’s struggling to stay above water.
Lonnie takes a hard look and settles on none
of the above. The University of Memphis has

“I don’t know if
I’ve ever seen
somebody make as
much emotional and
physical progress as
he made in the years
we’ve been here,”
Fuente says.

wanted to be a defense attorney. (In college

one of the worst football teams in the nation,

he interned with The Justice Network.) His

but Lonnie believes in Larry Porter, a local coach

analytical mind ﬂourished when it came to

who aspires to turn the team around. The

football, the most tactical of sports. Strategy is

response to his decision is unanimous: WHY?

choreographed based on weeks of studying

There’s enough outcry that Lonnie wavers.

opponents on ﬁlm, and it constantly evolves

He decommits from Memphis and resumes

during the game. Each play involves dozens of

talking to the powerhouses. Rumors swirl that

reads depending on formation, down, distance,

he’s going to Tennessee. Then April 2, 2010,

quarterback signals, even the alignment of a

arrives, and Brittany goes into labor. There in the

receiver’s feet. “That’s the beauty of this game,”

delivery room a gooey tumbleweed comes out

Lonnie says. “Once I know what they’re doing,

screaming and opens her eyes all the way wide.

that’s it.” There are elements you can predict

Lonnie cradles baby Londyn, and everything

and variables you can control.

changes. He’s going to Memphis. Final answer.
And after three years of high school, he has the

LONNIE’S JUNIOR YEAR, he’s sitting in
class and gets a text message from his girlfriend,
Brittany.
“I think I’m pregnant.” The two met at a
basketball game as freshmen. She was cute and

credits to graduate.
“He stepped up and actually became a
parent at 16,” Sheila says. “He didn’t just father
a child; he made a decision that was best for
the kid.”

smart and dreamed of going to dental school.
get-there-early-and-stay-late kind of guy, even if

Lonnie fell hard but never predicted this. Not

HE BARELY TURNED 17 before playing his

no one was watching. People gravitated toward

so soon. They don’t tell their parents out of

ﬁrst college game, and the ﬁrst two years were a

him; his conviction was contagious. “You gotta

embarrassment. “I knew I was raised better,” he

struggle. The team was getting blown out every

be you, and Lonnie knows who he is,” Mike

says.

week, and the hype surrounding him in high

says.
But there’s another element of the game
that Lonnie came to relish. His favorite subject
was math, and if football didn’t pan out he
W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U

Six months later things come crashing down.
Brittany decides she’s got to tell her mom.
Lonnie skips football practice and hunkers down
at a friend’s house, and Sheila gets a call from

school dissipated. “It was like falling off the face
of the earth,” Sheila says.
Still, he found joy in playing in front of his
family, who often ﬁlled an entire section of the
SP R I NG 2015
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stadium for home games. “It’s a great feeling,

things for granted. “She makes you look at life

told him he would’ve been a ﬁrst-round pick if

running out of the tunnel, looking up and seeing

differently,” he says. “It deﬁnitely changed my

he’d gone to Alabama. Instead, they said, he

all your people there,” he says.

view on things.”

wouldn’t be drafted at all.

Coach Porter was ﬁred after Lonnie’s

That year he was awarded the Iron Tiger,

sophomore season and replaced by Justin

given to the team’s hardest worker, and named

Fuente, the co–offensive coordinator at TCU.

All-Conference USA. Teammates leaned on

Wayne Airport in Orange County, Calif., a dozen

Player and coach clashed right away: Lonnie

him more than ever. His defensive backﬁeld

people huddle near Baggage Carousel 1,

says they openly disliked one another. The

mate, Anthony Watson, a transfer from Blinn

wearing shirts with “Ballentine 256” emblazoned

tension erupted during a spring practice when

College, met Lonnie for the ﬁrst time at a team

on the back. A few hold crudely drawn posters

Lonnie got blocked on a goal-line play and

gathering. Along with the other new arrivals,

(“The Man. The Myth. The Legend.” and

Fuente launched into a diatribe, accusing him of

Anthony stood up and introduced himself.

“Touchdown!”) while others unfurl a 10-foot

being soft. Lonnie walked out and considered

Lonnie was the ﬁrst to approach him afterward.

banner: “Welcome Mr. Irrelevant.”

transferring. For all the sacriﬁces that led him

“Whatever you need, you’ve got my number,”

to play for his hometown school, it felt like an

Lonnie told him. “Call me anytime.”

injustice.
He steeled himself and endured, but the

He eventually sat down with Fuente and

A TUESDAY AFTERNOON in July at John

Lonnie appears with his family, and the
welcome party unleashes a roaring ruckus. A
black minivan whisks the family away, needlessly

thanked him for pushing him. “I don’t know

escorted by a pair of cops on motorcycles.

biggest challenge was yet to come. He and

if I’ve ever seen somebody make as much

Lonnie is a celebrity, sort of.

Brittany had a second daughter, Laila, but she

emotional and physical progress as he made in

wasn’t gaining the proper weight after two

the years we’ve been here,” Fuente says.

months. Lonnie was driving in the car when

During his four years at Memphis, he won

Every year for nearly four decades, a troop
of Orange County residents has thrown a
weeklong, tongue-in-cheek bash for the last

the doctor called to inform him she had Down

a total of 10 games and played for two head

pick of the draft. Paul Salata, the 87-year-old

syndrome. One month later his baby girl was

coaches, four defensive coordinators and four

leader of the group, had an undistinguished

hospitalized for a week for open-heart surgery.

position coaches — not exactly the optimal

NFL career in the ’40s and ’50s but learned a

Lonnie slept at the hospital and left for brief

structure to prepare for an NFL career. Despite

few things along the way. “I sat on the bench

stints during the day to prepare for an upcoming

the fact that he performed well when pro

enough to recognize it takes 50 guys,” he says.

game. He found in her a strength he’d never

scouts visited campus, the chorus of doubters

He approached commissioner Pete Rozelle

known. No more excuses, and no more taking

rose up once again. People in the community

about celebrating the underdog, and Kelvin Kirk

Ballentine (No. 4) strips
the ball for a fumble after
a catch by SMU’s Jeremy
Johnson during a game
at Liberty Bowl Memorial
Stadium in 2013.
(Photo by Joe Murphy)
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became the ﬁrst Mr. Irrelevant in 1976.
That ﬁrst evening, Lonnie arrives at a
Newport Beach barbecue aboard a 12-seat

Lonnie is then presented the Lowsman
Trophy — similar to the Heisman, except the

rub Memphis style. “Gotta have it.” Teammate

bronze player is fumbling the ball off his knee.

Tim Jamison prods him: “The best barbecue? It’s

party bike peddled by a gaggle of pom-pom
waving cheerleaders from nearby Costa Mesa

Memphis hoodie. He’s discussing barbecue, dry-

mine. I make the best. Second best is Chicago.
THE HOUSTON TEXANS’ NRG Stadium

Sure ain’t Memphis.”

High School. A band strikes up the Otis Redding

sits just off the 610 Loop, south of downtown

classic “Hard to Handle,” and local mayor Rush

in a city built on a slab of concrete so expansive

once recommended. “They swore up and down

Hill greets Lonnie as he sinks into an oversize

it feels like its own continental shelf. Massive

it was gonna be so good. It was terrible.”

beach chair. “Bonnie. It’s Bonnie, right? We’re

panes of glass make up the facility’s outer walls,

here to celebrate your — whatever you’ve done.”

and when the sun hits just right it looks like a

He’s presented with an inﬂatable raft ﬁlled
with gifts that include a margarita machine

wall of water rising from the ground.
This is where Lonnie reported to training

Lonnie recalls a Kansas City joint a friend

“Tell you what man,” Jamison says. “Probably
tastes just as bad as that Memphis barbecue.”
Lonnie laughs it off. He’s really just talking
about home. His family — wife, daughters,

and a surfboard with longhorns attached. A

camp. But he never got the chance to put on

mom, aunt and cousin Sam — are on their way

cowboy hat is placed atop his head, and he

pads. On the second day, while working on

from Memphis. He hasn’t seen them in months,

stumbles through a public lesson in the Texas

punt coverage, he planted to get off a block and

and he’s prepping for a move to a house in

Two-Step — an homage to his NFL destination.

felt his right hamstring pop. He collapsed and

the suburbs. It’s got a nice backyard, so they’ll

thought it was all over. I’m gonna get cut.

put up a swing set for the girls. He’s thinking

The next morning he shows up early to
a spin class and is led to his bike by Marisa

A ﬁrst-round draft choice would get the

of taking them out to the bowling alley — he’s

Wayne, daughter of John Wayne. Alongside 40

beneﬁt of the doubt, but not the last pick. He

an avid bowler. And it’s still hot in Houston, so

Lululemon-clad women, he powers through

waited a full week for news of what was next.

maybe they’ll check out the swimming pool.

a session to raise funds for Special Olympics

Still attending team activities by day, at night the

Southern California. (The money raised by

21-year-old searched the Internet for next best

Irrelevant Week goes to the sports program; this

options. He looked into law school and was too

year they hauled in over $80,000.) Later that

seized by panic to sleep.

week he serves as honorary coach for a Special

Just before ﬁnal cuts were announced, he

Olympics ﬂag football game, and Lonnie’s all

was called to the head coach’s ofﬁce and knew

over the ﬁeld slapping ﬁves. His energy infects

the dream had come to an end. He packed his

the crowd of 500; afterward fans stream out

bag and made plans to drive home to Memphis

of the stands and encircle him seeking pictures

that day, but Bill O’Brien delivered surprising

and autographs. “They treated me like the ﬁrst

news. We want to keep you here. You’re the

pick,” he says.

kind of guy we want in our locker room.

The festivities culminate in the grand

They placed him on injured reserve for the

ballroom of the Island Hotel. Newport Beach

season, a purgatory of irrelevancy where he’s

elite bid for golf excursions and high-end spirits

part of the team but doesn’t even suit up for

at a silent auction. Lonnie and family enter to

practice. Next year he gets another shot, but

a standing ovation, and Lonnie takes a seat on

until then he reports to the stadium for 10-hour

stage. John Robinson, former head coach of the

workdays: rehabbing, running, lifting and

Los Angeles Rams, ribs a few attendees before

studying ﬁlm.

turning to Lonnie. “You’re 6-foot-3, 218 pounds,

What is it to be a professional athlete? Glitz

and run a 4.3? You’re lying.” The crowd ﬁnds this

and glamour and glory, big paydays and bigger

hilarious.

parties? For Lonnie it means supporting his

Next up is agent Leigh Steinberg, the

family. This year, there’s no thrill or adrenaline.

inspiration for Jerry Maguire. “Houston was

And next year he’ll need to prove he’s worth a

very sorry last year. Have you been told that?”

roster spot, or else he’s gone and the paychecks

Former USC basketball coach Stan Morrison

stop. “It’s a real job,” he says. “People don’t

employs broken Spanish and warns Ballentine

understand that.”

that he “no tiene un snowball’s chance in

It’s mid-September, lunch break in the

hell” of making the NFL. Dave Levy, onetime

Texans’ locker room, and reporters swarm

USC football assistant, takes a different tack:

players like toddlers chasing a soccer ball,

“Whether they draft you ﬁrst or last, once you

buzzing from one warm body to the next.

get to camp, all that counts is what you do.”

Lonnie hangs in the corner wearing a gray

W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U

(David Eckstein is a free-lancer who has written for
Sports Illustrated and Maxim. JK Nickell is associate
editor for Southwest: The Magazine. David Spoth is a
Houston-based free-lance photographer.)
(An earlier version of this article appeared in
Southwest: The Magazine.)

GET YOUR TICKETS!
Looking for some familystyle fun at an extremely
affordable price? Just in at
press time, the University
of Memphis football team
released its 2015 home
schedule with season tickets starting at just $89! The
Tigers are also offering a limited number of Family
FunZone packages, which include four season tickets
in the north endzone for $299. (Additional tickets
available for a discounted price.)
The home schedule is highlighted by match-ups
with Ole Miss Oct. 17 and Navy Nov. 7. More
excitement is in store with the home opener Sept. 5
against Missouri State; Sept. 24 vs. Cincinnati; Oct. 31
vs. Tulane; and the home season ﬁnale on Nov. 11
vs. SMU.
The Tigers return 11 starters (eight on offense and
three on defense) and 55 letter-winners from the
2014 squad that ﬁnished 10-3 and claimed an
American Athletic Conference championship and
Miami Beach Bowl victory.
Act now and select your seats at gotigersgotix.com;
by calling 1.901.678.2331; or by visiting the on-campus
ticket ofﬁce located inside the Penny Hardaway Hall of
Fame.
SP R I NG 2015
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NOBLE HOURS

It sounds like a mighty lot of hours — 500,000 to be exact — but the University is intent on providing that
many hours of community service to such organizations as the American Red Cross, Cystic Fibrosis and Big
Brothers Big Sisters during the Year of Service. “The U of M has a storied history in terms of our connection
to this community and Memphis,” says President M. David Rudd. “This will dramatically strengthen that
link.” U of M Army ROTC Cadet Jabaree Bennett (above) has certainly gotten into the spirit: “I decided
to sign up for the College Student Volunteer Program at Regional One Health to further my career in
physical therapy,” says the junior who plans to be an Army ofﬁcer. “I believe that getting internship-type
experience is very important in addition to a college degree. Above all, I enjoy helping others.” More
information on the Year of Service, which was launched in honor of Dr. Rudd’s investiture, can be found at:
https://www.noblehour.com/education/197287992/. There’s still time to sign up.
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A rough patch, honey. He’s back and
forth today, Tommy. A good stretch lately, doll. These are the
sort of descriptions, vague but always wrapped in my hometown’s warmth, that I’ve come to expect from the nurses of
Shady Acres Assisted Living. This morning, Doris Shaw, the
head RN, told me I’d ﬁnd my father in a good stretch – his best
in weeks, in fact. “You see,” she said, winking and pointing
into the music room where my father was chatting up the new
piano instructor. “Someone’s got a crush.”
Because of his mood and because the day is so ﬁne, I’m
taking him out to Caldwell Lake, one of his favorite spots
going back to his childhood. The drive takes us through the
green eastern end of the county, and along the way we’ve fallen
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into such easy conversation I can almost believe him perfectly
healthy. He’s asked after my sister Erin, off in California, and remembered her recent promotion. He’s asked me what’s new down
in Jackson, recalling, to my surprise, the renovation job I’m on
at the historic Edwards Hotel. He has even inquired after Jenni
and Sam in a way that lets me know he knows the latest developments in my complicated family life.
“Sharp today, dad,” I tell him.
“It comes,” he says, gazing out the window.
Turning onto County Road 12 the blacktop gives way to
gravel and we enter the countryside of my father’s youth.
Surrounding us are dense stands of pines interspersed by small
farmsteads and trailer homes on cinders and, every so often, an

THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

open gash where the timber companies have made an in. But
despite the logging, the place has a time warp feel to it, and it
doesn’t take much to imagine my father here: walking ﬁve miles
to school each way, plowing behind mules, playing pickup
baseball with the catcher’s mitt he always padded, he bragged,
with pork ﬂanks. We pass the location of the old family farm,
now nothing more than a ramshackle storage barn on an overgrown lot, and I slow the truck and ask if he’d like to get out but
he shakes his head and I drive on.
It’s mid afternoon when we reach the lake. A Depression-era
project of Roosevelt’s Civilian Conservation Corps, Caldwell was
the recreation hub for Webster and surrounding counties until
the state built the larger, more accessible Savannah Lake. In its
early years, it also hosted famous Baptist revivals, the crowds
ﬂocking to its picturesque shores from as far away as Alabama
and Southern Tennessee. (A lesser acknowledged piece of the
lake’s history is the 1949 lynching of a teenage ﬁeld hand accused of stealing a horse, a fact I ﬁrst learned from my mother,
a former English teacher who, before losing her battle to cancer,
wrote the preface for The History of Webster County.)
These days, Caldwell is ignored by all but a few locals, and
I’m not surprised to ﬁnd only a handful of vehicles in the parking lot. The grassy hill sloping down to the lake is deserted, and
we make our way towards a picnic table sitting in the shade of
a white oak. I’ve brought along a lunch of cheeseburgers and
French fries and we eat in a comfortable silence, both of us staring towards the hazy middle of the lake where two ﬁshermen are
trolling in a camo-green jon boat. On the pier directly in front
of us a heavyset man in overalls sits atop a plastic bucket, cane
pole in hand. A light breeze carries the smell of early fall.
“You’re not cold are you, dad?” I say.
He shakes his head.
“I’ve got another jacket in the truck if you’re cold.”
“I said I ain’t, son,” he says.
I smile and open a can of Coke and look to the far side of the
lake where a series of ﬁre-scarred slopes rise up from the water’s
edge. Sparked by a ﬂash of lightning the summer before last, the
blaze burned through hundreds of acres before ﬁreﬁghters got it
under control. The day of the ﬁre, as it happened, I’d just arrived
in town to deal with a situation involving my father, his Ford
Ranger, and a busted entrance sign for Sandra’s Diner.
“Your dad...” the baby-faced ofﬁcer said as we stood in the
diner’s parking lot, surveying the damage. “He’s confused.”
“Yes,” I said, my attention on the smoke-ﬁlled horizon
beyond him.
It would only be months later that I saw the Sandra’s Diner
incident as the true turning point it was – a last straw, really.
And the ﬁre, hovering right there with it, as somehow
entirely appropriate.
When we ﬁnish eating I stand and stretch and suggest a
walk. My father says no, he’d just like to sit.
“Well, I’m going to walk,” I say.
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“Don’t need my permission,” he says.
“Don’t go anywhere then,” I tell him.
“Son,” he says and waves me away.
I set off down the hill and glance back at him.
I’m fully aware there’s a risk to leaving him alone, and
fully aware that the nurses – Doris especially – would not be
pleased. Still, in this case it’s unlikely he’ll wander. And besides, I’m not going far, a quarter mile tops. But there’s another
side to my thinking: He deserves some alone time, a chance to
just sit in peace without me or his nurses, or food on trays, or
the smell of antiseptic.
At the water’s edge I pick up the dirt footpath that runs
around Caldwell’s southern shore. I walk quickly, breathing in
deep gulps of the cool October air. I stop before I lose sight of
my father and sit on the bank. Minnows are darting beneath
the lake’s surface and a pair of turtles, identical in size, hover
on a nearby log. I’ve broken a sweat and I unzip my ﬂeece and
recline on my elbows. I pull a cigarette from the pack in my
breast pocket. I light the cigarette and take my time with the
ﬁrst draw. Sober now for eight years running this is my one
remaining vice, the only real leftover from my earlier, more
troubled days. As far as the rest of the pieces, things are good,
all things considering. Jenni and I, though still cautious in each
other’s presence, are back on friendly terms. Every few months
we catch up over coffee, sometimes even joking about our new
love lives – or in my case, lately, lack of one. Mostly though, we
talk about Sam. Although Jenni retains primary custody, we’ve
reached an arrangement that gives me two weekends a month
and frequent nights – not ideal but deﬁnitely an improvement.
A seventh-grader now, Sam has only recently shown signs he’s
approaching his teens. It’s nothing major: rougher language,
moodiness, rolling the eyes where he would have once laughed.
Most concerning – or so says Jenni – is the shoebox she found a
few weeks back full of Playboys and cans of Copenhagen.
“He’s a boy,” I told her. “You should of seen my stash when
I was his age.”
“You’re so predictable, Tommy. Today it’s dip and
magazines. Tomorrow it’s dope. Drinking. Then it’s ‘Guess what,
guys, my girlfriend’s pregnant.’”
I bit my tongue, remembering once more just why we could
never make it work. “I’ll talk to him,” I said.
Regardless of Jenni’s worrying, I’m convinced Sam’s head is
on straight. His grades are solid and outside the classroom he’s
a hell of a second baseman, and that’s not just a father’s bragging. There’s also his maturity, this sense I get that he’s wiser
than his years. I’ve really noticed it around his grandfather. The
last time he joined me at Shady Acres, for instance, my father
was in a bad stretch, rambling like a madman on his usual topics: my mother, his long-dead brother, a certain neighbor from
my childhood he once sued – unsuccessfully – over a
property-line dispute. Though Sam had never seen my father
in so rough a state he didn’t let it faze him. Later, driving back
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home, I asked if he was okay.
“Sure,” he said. “I’m glad I came.”
“Me too,” I said. “I’m not sure everyone your age would
say that.”
“Most people my age are dumbasses,” he said.
“Watch it,” I said, doing my best not to smile.
Thinking now of Sam I’m reminded that tomorrow, a Sunday,
we have plans for a matinee – some comic-book remake he’s
been raving about. He wasn’t able to come with me today due to
a doubleheader, and looking at my watch I realize the ﬁrst of his
games is underway – that right this moment he might be
stepping to the plate or crouching in the inﬁeld, scooping up
a grounder.
It’s a thought I’m happy to linger on as I ﬁnish my cigarette
and recline all the way back with my hands behind my head. I
close my eyes and let the wind move over me. I work to pick up
each sound: the rushing grass, a bird’s chirping, the splash of
water from a jumping ﬁsh. Before long I can feel my eyes getting
heavy and I sit up. I can’t lie: I wouldn’t mind some alone time
myself, a few hours just to sleep here without a care in the world.
I look towards my father. He’s still right where I left him. Only
now he’s standing next to the bench. I rise and dust myself off
and begin the walk back to him. As I walk, I focus harder on
his ﬁgure, and soon enough I see what I feared: his hands are
moving up and down, his head is jerking back and forth in midconversation, and I know that in the short time I’ve been gone
he has slipped. I sigh, thinking about the drive back to Shady
Acres. I’m disappointed of course, had hoped we might have
made it a full day. But I do feel lucky for such a good stretch, for
these past few hours when my father was my father and I his son,
and for a little while, at least, each of us could remember.
I’m still maybe forty yards away, walking quickly but not yet
rushing, when I see him push off from the bench and begin down
the hill. He’s moving in his trademark gait of late, his spindly
legs lurching, his arms swinging heavy, his head bobbing as if on
a spring. I start to jog. “Dad,” I call out. “What are you doing?”
He begins moving faster, almost jogging himself.
“Dad,” I yell. “What the hell?” I’m sprinting now, imagining
him taking a tumble. I’m close enough to see his blank expression. And also that yes, he is in fact barreling for the water.
“Don’t you dare,” I yell. “Don’t you do it, dad.”
But he’s reached the bank, too close for me to catch him, and
even as the scene plays out – him careening into the water, me
tossing my wallet and phone and jumping in after him – it feels
like I’m looking down from above, unsure whether to laugh
or cry.
*
When I pull my father from the lake, conﬁrm there are no
broken bones or shattered hips, no damage at all, thank god,
beyond some mud in his eye, I remove my ﬂeece to wring it
out and only then remember my watch, still on my wrist. The
second-hand ticks through a shallow pool of water – still on beat,
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but not for long. The two ﬁgures in the jon boat are staring in our
direction and the man on the pier has ambled over.
“You fellows okay?” he says.
“We’re ﬁne,” I say.
“You’re sure he’s okay?” the man says.
“We’re good,” I say. “My dad, he just felt like a swim.”
The man mumbles something and turns away and I give my
father a minute to catch his breath before helping him to his
feet. Standing there, dripping in the wind, a hard chill is already
moving through me and I tell him we need to get to the truck. My
father, for his part, seems unfazed by the cold, just hopelessly
confused, and as he shufﬂes along beside me he glances back at
the water and says, “Ray’s out there.”
“Ok, dad,” I say.
“I tried,” he says.
“I know,” I say.
“I couldn’t ﬁnd him. None of us could.” I look at my father, his
eyes full of anxiety so raw it’s hard to watch. But behind the
anxiety there’s something else, and I reconsider what he’s said.
Ray, I think. Ray…And then it comes to me.
“Christ, Dad,” I say and shake my head.
In the parking lot I unlock my truck and pull a towel and spare
shirt from my travel bag. I help my father inside and run the towel
over his head, slicking back what’s left of his feather-thin hair.
To drown out his rambling I tell him he’s looking good – “Like a
gangster,” I say. I tell him to raise his arms. He obeys and I slip
off his shirt. His skin is nearly translucent, the dark blue veins
running through his chest and shoulders like a nonsensical map.
I help him into the new shirt, buckle him in and climb in the
driver’s side.
“Good?” I say.
“Ray,” he says.
“I know, dad,” I say, turning on the radio and starting for town.
*
The next night, back in Jackson, I tell Sam of my dip in the
lake with his grandfather. We’ve stopped off for pizza after the
movie, and as I tell the story, reenacting the old man’s impressive
dash, neither one of us can keep from laughing. Once I get to the
ending, though, Sam goes quiet.
“So you know, then,” he says. “Who he was talking about.”
“Yes,” I say. “He had this friend growing up. They were
probably a few years younger than you are now, and they were
swimming out there one summer, and his friend drowned.”
“Did grandpa try and save him?” Sam says.
“I don’t think so,” I say. “He never talked about it much but
your grandmother, she told me about it a few times. She said his
friend just disappeared. Grandpa only saw him once they pulled
him from the water. He couldn’t do anything.”
Sam leans back in his seat and considers this. He takes a bite
of his pizza, drinks from his Dr. Pepper and brushes back a loose
strand of hair from his forehead. Like so many other kids his age
he’s taken to wearing it long in the front and sides, a shaggy kind
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of look that’s eerily similar to my old style.
“I was thinking,” Sam says. “Grandpa, even when he’s
talking crazy, he knows what he’s saying right? He believes it,
I mean.”
“It’s complicated,” I say. “But yeah, I think he does.”
“So that means he actually saw the kid, when you were at
the lake. Saw him out there in the water.”
“Maybe so,” I say. “What he’s got…we can’t
really know.”
“Well, I bet he did,” Sam says. “And so of course he’s
going to dive in after him. I mean, sh-t…sorry. I just mean…I

don’t know. I think it’s kind of cool what grandpa did. Sucks
you had to chase him down and all – God, I wish I’d seen
that. But still, at least he tried, right?”
I nod, not quite trusting the sound of my voice, and jab
Sam in the shoulder.
In a few months Sam will turn thirteen and from there,
I know, the years will only pile on faster. As that happens I
just hope he hangs on to this goodness I sense in him. And
who knows, maybe every once and a while he’ll think of us
here, a pizza on a Sunday night, the story of my father and
my father’s friend Ray, rescued at last.

About the author
Andy Ross is a second-year MFA student (ﬁction emphasis) originally from Jackson, Miss. Before graduate school, he worked several years as a
newspaper reporter and freelance writer.
“I think I’ve always had a pretty intense streak of curiosity, so I see writing — whatever genre or form that takes — as a natural extension
of that,” Ross says. “’Raising Ray’ grew out of a number of things that were percolating in my mind for a while — not necessarily from
a story standpoint as much as just trying to understand. In one case, I’d gotten to know someone with a parent suffering from a
neurodegenerative disease. Totally unrelated to this was a story I heard from my grandmother about a weird drowning incident. At some
point I just started writing about the image I had of a drowning and along the way this other storyline about a father and son popped
up, and I decided to intertwine the two threads. For me, one of the fun — and always challenging — aspects about writing ﬁction is ﬁguring out how to open
yourself up to random and unexpected connections that can happen, whether that’s through revision or early draft writing or just driving in the car saying, ‘Oh,
that’s it.’”
About the illustrator
Julia Daush is a freelance artist and web designer who recently earned her MFA in graphic design from the U of M.
“I love any opportunity to visually communicate knowledge and understanding, no matter the platform,” says Daush. “When I read
Andy’s story, I saw there were several strong messages that could bring knowledge to his readers. I wanted to build upon those
messages in a way that sparks the imagination, but also portrays the seriousness of the issues being experienced by the story’s
characters. Andy’s characters struggle with sickness, regret and worry, each of which can burden the mind and send thoughts spiraling
into chaos. Fortunately, the story portrays these burdens being set free. For the grandfather, taking heroic action to try and save Ray
brought peace to a memory that had burdened his mind for years. Even though his vision of Ray was symptomatic of his mental
sickness, his jump into the dark waters turned back the hand of time and freed his mind from the torment of not saving his friend years before. For the son,
it was the choice to believe in good over bad that freed his mind from guilt and stress left over from his divorce. By the end of the story, he overcame his
thoughts of regret and missed opportunity, and simply hoped he was making a positive difference in the lives of his family members. ‘Raising Ray’ sheds light
on some of life’s darkest days for its characters, but peace and optimism arise as a result of Ray ﬁnally being rescued.”
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Master
of hospitality
By Gabrielle Maxey

Whether you measure it in miles traveled
around the globe or in his career path,
Doug Browne has come a long way.
He began his career in the hospitality ﬁeld
as a dishwasher at a hotel in Puerto Rico, where
his family was living at the time. Today Browne is
at the top of his ﬁeld as general manager of The
Peabody, the South’s grand hotel, and president
of Peabody Hotels and Resorts.
The ensuing years have taken him around
the world, from the canals of Amsterdam to
the beaches of Grand Cayman. Over nearly 30
years, Browne has worked throughout Europe,

Browne says the FCBE faculty has made it easy for him to keep up with classwork even during his
frequent travels. “You can take quizzes and exams online, which makes it really convenient. It doesn’t
matter if you’re in New York or L.A.”

South America and the Caribbean. In the U.S.,
he has managed hotels in Baltimore, St. Louis,
legitimately, I needed to get my MBA.”

Los Angeles, Houston and San Antonio. Before

give them a great place to work, a place where

joining The Peabody in 2003, he was regional

they feel comfortable, are trained well, where

director for Fiesta Americana Hotels & Resorts,

their opinions are listened to. Then everything

has been inﬂuenced by the faculty in the

with responsibility for 10 hotels in Mexico. He is

else starts to fall into place. Service will be good

Fogelman College of Business & Economics. Of

credited with restoring The Peabody to its former

because they’re a part of it.”

a technology class taught by Dr. Brian Janz, he

grandeur.

So at what would seem to be the pinnacle

While working on his master’s, Browne

says, “Every class was fresh and different. You

of his career, why would Browne decide to

can tell he connects with his students. It seemed

place. Whatever the location, Browne says the

go back to school – to pursue his MBA at the

like no one missed class. It was a fun class”

concept of hospitality is the same. “Once you’re

University of Memphis?

There are unique memories from each

within the hotel, everything is very similar,” he

“I was teaching at U of M as an adjunct

On Dr. Michael Cervetti: “He’s determined
to have you understand statistics. It’s a difﬁcult

says. “A restaurant is run the same in the U.S.

(in the Kemmons Wilson School of Hospitality

course. It doesn’t matter how long he has to

as it is in Amsterdam or Paris. Cultural issues or

& Resort Management) and really enjoyed

spend on something, he will make sure you walk

laws may vary, but the operation is the same no

teaching,” he recalls. “It was a great source for

away understanding it.”

matter where you are in the world.”

hiring, to be able to teach a class and spend a

Browne expects to graduate in December

semester watching the students. It was a great

along with his son, Dakota. Until then, the

simple. “If you take care of your team — the

opportunity to see what they were doing. Every

master’s courses continue to provide him with

associates who work in the hotel — everything

semester I hired one or two students in my

a steady source of quality employees for The

else pretty much takes care of itself. The key is to

class. Then I decided if I was going to teach

Peabody.

His personal philosophy of hospitality is
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Hitting the
A pair of U of M alums has drawn from their Memphis
musical roots to produce two of the most successful high school
commercial music programs in the country.

By Eric Butterman
One of the most common questions high school students ask
their teachers concerns curriculum: “How am I going to use this in real

year, as well as at the Porretta Soul Festival in Italy. Link’s high school
bands frequently play festivals in Memphis and have performed in
New Orleans.

life?” Though there are many positive answers when it comes to music

Downbeat Magazine recently named Quincy Avenue the

education, few would respond that a musician has a decent chance to

best high school Pop/Rock/Blues band in the country while it has

make a living at it.

recognized Link’s jazz and soul bands for arrangements, technical

But University of Memphis alums Stephen Holley (BM ’95) and

achievement and superior performance on a CD.

Tom Link (MA ’92) feel differently.
These trendsetting high school teachers — accomplished
musicians themselves — are leaning heavily on the soulful sounds

A MEMPHIS THANG
In the ’60s and ’70s, the Memphis music scene was doling out

of Stax Records and Memphis’ rich musical scene to change that

a hearty helping of soul, funk, gospel and rhythm and blues with a

assumption. A peek at the growing number of their students who

distinct Southern sound. Offered up by such artists as Otis Redding, Al

are ﬁnding long-term careers in music after graduation is putting an

Green, Isaac Hayes, Carla Thomas and Booker T. and the MG’s, Stax

exclamation point on their Bluff City focus.

Records was successfully competing with Detroit’s Motown label.

“I have former students who have played with everyone from

“Hearing the music of Al Green and Otis Redding just took you

Chick Corea to 50 Cent to Frankie Valli to Robert Randolph and the

to a different level,” says Holley, who received degrees in classical,

Family Band,” says Holley, director of the commercial music program

jazz and historical musicology at the U of M. “I actually got gigs when I

at Kent Dover School in Englewood, Colo. Link, instrumental music

moved to Denver just because they knew I played in Memphis. They

instructor at St. George’s Independent School in Collierville (as well

didn’t even need an audition. They just think, ‘If he played in Memphis,

as a member of the Mighty Souls Brass Band), has watched former

he knows his stuff.’”

students do everything from play music on a Norwegian cruise ship to
managing a recording studio.
Holley’s high school group, The Quincy Avenue Rhythm Band,

Both teachers agree that the U of M was key to their musical
futures.
“I truly believe that our time at the U of M was instrumental in our

has been so successful at playing a sound similar to what Stax

development of this type of program,” says Holley. “The education we

was churning out in its heyday that it was invited to play at the

received — both on and off campus — gave us the tools necessary to

internationally renowned Montreux Jazz Festival in Switzerland last

develop programs of this caliber.
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right notes
U of M alums Steve Holley (third photo from left, playing bass) and Tom Link (third photo from right, on clarinet) have introduced dozens of their students to
careers in music through their unique high school music programs.

“One of the great things about the University of Memphis was

“They have a hard time visualizing how learning jazz, pop,

that I was encouraged to go out and play professionally,” Holley adds,

soul and Cuban can turn into a full-ﬂedged career as opposed to

recalling that his professors would have sympathy if he occasionally

classical, which has always been taught,” he says. “But they warm up,

was a little tired in class from a late-night performance. “They wanted

eventually.”

you at your best, but they also said, ‘You’re getting a chance to play
with someone who works with B.B. King? Do it!’”
Link adds, “We had teachers with very broad experience — they

Their students, though, don’t need any convincing — especially
the ones who have traveled overseas to perform.
“My most memorable moment of the trip was the gig we played

could teach me jazz, but funk and everything else as well. And you

in a small mountain town named Grizzana Morandi,” says Holley’s

can’t beat playing on Beale Street.”

student Ricky, 17, who is a tenor sax. “It felt like the entire town turned

Now as teachers, they pay forward the knowledge the U of M
Rudi E. Scheidt School of Music provided.
“This school (Kent) loves music and you don’t get those sense

out to watch us play, and while they did not speak the same language,
they still really seemed to enjoy our performance. Perhaps the most
interesting part of that gig was that we had the police called on us

of cliques,” Holley says. “The football star may also play R&B and the

because we played for too long and broke curfew. But the mayor

lacrosse player could be in the horn section. I can teach jazz theory

told the police to ignore the curfew that night because people were

through the Beatles and Stevie Wonder just as easily as Charlie Parker.

enjoying our performance so much.”

They may not relate to John Coltrane, but who says I can’t introduce
them to Aretha Franklin?”
Link says his program offers students who wouldn’t normally want
to be in a high school band a place to “ﬁt in.”
“Guitar players, drummers, bass players and singers who wanted

Sixteen-year-old alto sax Spencer adds, “In Europe, we got to sing
on stage with Vaneese Thomas, daughter of Rufus Thomas. It was
such a great experience!”
Holley says he hopes his program will expand to an even more
national presence. “Commercial music programs are just starting to

to do pop or rock music will join these classes,” he says. “They tell me,

grow,” he says. “I’d love to see more students throughout the country

‘I can just come and jam? I’m in.’ You want them to feel included, to

be able to make a living at music after their schools days are over.

feel like they found a place to explore.”
Holley says one of the biggest barriers to a commercial music
program can be parents.
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“Music can inﬂuence your life in so many ways,” Holley notes. “It’s
part of what makes Memphis come alive. I never want to stop being a
part of it.”
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Gift by
Johnsons spurs
senior class
By Greg Russell

A group of University of Memphis students is
taking the term “class project” to new heights.
With the help of philanthropists George (’70)

Derek Winn (left) was inspired to give to the senior class gift campaign by U of M philanthropists George
(right) and Betty Johnson, who initiated a senior class luncheon. (Photo on left by Jericca James.)

and Betty (’75) Johnson, members of this year’s
senior class are raising money to ensure that a
deserving student can attend the University of
Memphis on scholarship.
The Johnsons are matching dollar-for-dollar
as much as $6,000 raised from the senior class
to put toward the scholarship as part of an annual
senior class gift campaign. George Johnson kicked
off the event last fall with what will become a
yearly senior class luncheon at both the U of M
and Lambuth campuses.
“I want to get them started on the process
of giving back to the University while they are still
in school,” says George. “Obviously, if we want
our University to grow, the people who have
beneﬁted from it are the ones who need to give
back. There are other funding sources, but some
of these are declining. Giving back by future and
current alumni is the lifeblood of the University.”
U of M President M. David Rudd says the
senior luncheon will help inspire seniors to
remain involved and committed to the University
after graduation. “The Johnsons lead by example
with innovative philanthropic efforts such as this
one,” Dr. Rudd says.
Students at both campuses have already
started giving toward the scholarship.
“The scholarships I have received have
lessened the ﬁnancial strain that comes with
attending a four-year university and I, in turn, want
46
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to give other students the opportunity to receive

established a scholarship in the College of

the amazing education I have been receiving,”

Education, Health and Human Sciences in

says Lambuth Campus senior Rebecca Reeves.

memory of his mother.

Adds main campus senior Derek Winn, “I

“Many of today’s donors want an immediate

donated to the senior gift campaign because

return on their gift – one they can see and

I wanted to be part of a U of M tradition. As

appreciate quickly,” says Hartquist. “The University

an underclassman, I was helped greatly by the

offers donors like George and Betty the

University — the professors, advisers and fellow

opportunity to see the value of their investments.

classmates, so I am more than happy to give
back."
Marianne Hartquist, director of development

“This kind of giving with a fast turnaround
results in better-equipped faculty, which attract
higher-quality students who become strong

for the Fogelman College of Business &

alumni and who stand out in the job market,” she

Economics, says efforts such as those by the

says.

Johnsons are becoming vital with declining
monetary support from the state.
“George and Betty support almost every

The Johnsons are also heavily involved in
supporting U of M athletics.
“George and Betty are very altruistic in nature

area that makes the Fogelman College move,

and support the University of Memphis as a

and George is heavily involved as a donor and

whole,” says Adam Walker, U of M senior athletic

Advisory Board Member,” she says. “He knows

director over development. “George understands

how his funds perform in Fogelman College and

the value athletics brings to our campus and the

the difference that they make for our students. His

impact it has on our community. We are very

style of hands-on giving is an exciting approach to

grateful for their continued and loyal support

philanthropy. He sees opportunities and makes

of our Tiger Scholarship Fund and our capital

things happen.”

projects.”

Hartquist says the Johnsons have created
funds for a distinguished professorship, staff

“I am a Memphian, I love Memphis and I
love this University,” says George.

enrichment, a research/teaching service award
and a pre-eminent publication award, all within
the Fogelman College. George and Betty also
THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

family affair
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Several generations of the Johnson family have attended the University of Memphis. Top row, left to right are Caroline Johnson, Cole Johnson, Warren S. Johnson and
Blake Johnson. Seated are Warren I. Johnson, Austin Johnson, Christy Henderson Johnson, Kay Coleman Johnson and Claire O’Callaghan Johnson. Kay’s mother, the
late Dorothy Nash Coleman, and father, the late Frank Coleman, are pictured during their school days.

By Kay Coleman Johnson (BBA ’81)
At a recent parents’ meeting, there was a
discussion about the generations of my family
who have attended the University of Memphis,

would be a good match. Right he was! They will
celebrate 60 years of marriage this June!
Caroline’s late maternal grandparents also

campus!
Caroline’s three older brothers all attended
the University of Memphis. Blake and Cole

Memphis State University, Memphis State College

both attended Memphis State College together.

graduated magna cum laude with business

and West Tennessee State Normal School.

Frank Coleman dated his future bride, Dorothy

degrees, and Austin graduated with the same

Nash Coleman (’49), during their college years.

distinction from Christian Brothers University.

My and my husband Warren’s youngest child,
Caroline, enrolled at University of Memphis last

They were big Tiger fans and later loved hearing

fall, reminding us of how long the University has

Jack Eaton announce the basketball games.

been a part of our family. It’s amazing we can

Warren and I also met at Memphis State

There are also a host of aunts and uncles as
well who have attended and graduated from the
University of Memphis. When you stop and think

trace it all the way back to the early 1900s when

University back in 1978. Warren received a

about how all of this history started in what is now

Caroline’s great-grandmother, Margaret Crosby

bachelor of science (’79) and went on to

the Administration Building, it is hard to believe

Coleman, attended West Tennessee State Normal

graduate school to become an optometrist. He

how the campus has changed over the years. We

School. I would love for her to see the campus

remembers late nights in the science building

all feel so fortunate to have such a ﬁne University

now!

checking on the genetic outcome of the fruit ﬂy

right in our backyard!

Caroline’s grandparents on both sides all

experiments. I received a bachelor of business

attended Memphis State College in the 1940s.

administration (’81) and have fond memories of

Her paternal grandmother, Claire O’Callaghan

working on campus and being involved with the

Johnson (’52), was introduced to her future

Ambassador Board, Angel Flight and Pi Sigma

husband, Warren I. Johnson, by one of their

Epsilon marketing fraternity. We even remember

professors, Dr. William Miller, who thought they

being able to drive through the now pedestrian

W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U

Are you a University of Memphis alumnus who has
had several generations of your family attend the
U of M? We’d love to hear from you for possible
inclusion in a future magazine! Email Greg Russell at
grussll@memphis.edu for more details.
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FLASHBACK

Graduates of the 28th annual convocation of then-Memphis State College that was held on June 5, 1950, at
6 p.m. might have caught a break: highs that day reached only 77 degrees — 10 degrees below normal for
that date. The largest graduating class yet (270) listened to a baccalaureate sermon that was delivered by
Rev. A.W. Dick of Second Presbyterian Church and followed by the principle address by Dr. H.H. Hill, president
of George Peabody College in Nashville. At the time, graduates would walk from the Training School (now
Campus School) down Walker Ave, past Brister Library and to the area south of the Administration Building.
Barely visible at the top of the photo where the Southern Ave. parking lot is now located are a small business
(likely a service station) and a residence. (Information provided by Ed Frank, curator of U of M Special
Collections)
W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U
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1957
Larry Hilbun (BS) is serving

Rising Star by Super Lawyers. They practice law

Stephen M. Lackey (BBA) is the controller in

together at Rice, Amundsen & Caperton.

the U of M’s Division of Business and Finance.
He previously was managing director and

as chair of Lifeblood’s board
of directors for the third

Jim Summers (JD) was

shareholder with CBIZ Inc. and Mayer Hoffman

consecutive year. He has

elected a Fellow of the

McCann.

received numerous awards from

Tennessee Bar Foundation. The

the nonproﬁt, including the Life

Foundation honors attorneys

Giver Award and Community Partner Award.

1970

1982

who have distinguished

Russell Hensley (JD), a

themselves in the profession

shareholder in the Evans Petree

and administers a grant-making program. He is a

law ﬁrm, was elected to serve

Louis Farshee (BBA) wrote Safer Barlik: Famine

partner in the ﬁrm of Allen, Summers, Simpson,

on the 2014-15 Board of

in Mount Lebanon During World War I. He also is

Lillie & Gresham.

Trustees at Christian Brothers

the author of The Way of the Emigrants. A lifelong

University.

student of Middle East history, Farshee has traveled

1977

extensively throughout the Eastern Mediterranean

Lancelot Minor III (JD) was selected for

countries. He lives in Beaverton, Ore.

inclusion in The Best Lawyers in America for
2015 and was named a Mid-South Super Lawyer

1972

by Thomason Reuters. Minor has been practicing

D. Mike Pennington (BA) won the silver

business and commercial law in Memphis for

medal in magazine writing in the Column-Series

more than 36 years. For the past 20 years, he

Category for his column “Service & Support,”

has been a partner with Bourland, Heﬂin, Alvarez,

published in Fleet Equipment, a trucking industry

Minor & Matthews.

publication based in Akron, Ohio.

Ephraim Urevbu (BFA, MFA ’87) had artwork
featured in “Out of Africa,” a show of works from
contemporary Africa.

1984
Russell Fowler (BA, JD ’87) is associate director
of Legal Aid of East Tennessee and adjunct
professor of political science at the University of

1979

Janis L. Wilson (BA) addressed a panel for

Cynthia Dickerson (BS, MS ’80) authored her

the Pennsylvania Bar Institute on Legal Writing

ﬁrst book, Mama Said, “Hit ’Em Back.” Marian

and Editing. She also appeared as a legal

Matthews Nance (BBA ’83) was a collaborator

commentator on the Investigation Discovery

on the book.

Tennessee at Chattanooga. He has written more
than 50 publications on law and legal history,
including works for The New England Law
Review, The Journal of Supreme Court History,
The Tennessee Encyclopedia of History and

Channel program Deadly Affairs. The segment
was titled “To Catch a Cheat.” Her website is

Holly Kirby (BSME, JD ’82),

www.janiswilson.com.

Tennessee Supreme Court
judge, received the Marion

1975

1983

Grifﬁn-Frances Loring Award

Dr. George E. Young* was elected to

for outstanding achievement in

the Oklahoma House of Representatives,

the legal profession from the

representing District 99.

Association of Women Attorneys.

1976

1981

Culture, the West Tennessee Historical Society
Papers, the Smithsonian Institution, the American
Bar Association and many feature articles for the
Tennessee Bar Journal. Last November Fowler
began authoring the recurring column “History’s
Verdict” for the Tennessee Bar Journal.

1985
Benjamin P. “Pat” Hobday (BSME) is a
software systems engineer manager for the

Larry Rice (JD) was named a “Nationally

Ruben N. Gotlieb (JD) joined

Ranked Top 10 Attorney” for 2014 in the ﬁeld

GrayRobinson’s Miami and

of family law by the National Academy of Family

Fort Lauderdale, Fla., ofﬁces as

Law Attorneys. His son, Nick Rice (JD ’03),

a shareholder. He has more

ﬂight software and graphics controller software

was named a “Nationally Ranked Top 10 Under

than 30 years of experience

on the U.S. Air Force B-1 bomber in the areas of

40 Attorney” in the ﬁeld of family law by the

in international estate tax law,

weapons, datalink, interface management and

Academy. Nick also has been recognized as a

50
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Boeing Company in Oklahoma City. His team
of 17 engineers is responsible for the avionics

international and domestic estate planning, estate

software maintenance function. Hobday has

administration and pre-immigration tax planning.

worked for Boeing for three years after retiring
THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

from the USAF with 25 years of active duty

David Sloan (BBA) of Germantown is co-owner

and leadership. O’Connor is director of the Field

service.

of Tartan Apparel, a retail ecommerce store

Operations Division of the Federal Emergency

offering T-shirts and other apparel. The company

Management Agency in Washington, D.C. He

1987

also produces custom promotional apparel for

retired from the Marine Corps in 2005 after 20

Amy Amundsen (JD),

local businesses, schools, churches and other

years of service and has been involved in public

partner in the law ﬁrm of Rice,

organizations.

safety, planning and homeland security for the

Amundsen & Caperton, was

past decade.

elected a diplomate of the

1990

American College of Family

Terry Hollahan (BA) was named editor of the

1994

Trial Lawyers. Diplomates, who

Memphis Business Journal.

Linda Hall (BPS, MALS ’13) was named associate
dean of students for Multicultural Affairs at the U

are members of the American Academy of
Matrimonial Lawyers, are chosen based on their

Kirk Caraway (BA, JD ’97),

of M. She most recently served as Multicultural

litigation and courtroom skills. Amundsen has

a partner in Allen, Summers,

Affairs coordinator. Among her achievements, Hall

practiced in Memphis for 26 years, primarily in

Simpson, Lillie & Gresham, was

developed the F.R.E.S.H. program, coordinated

the area of family law.

named a Superlawyer in the

Black History Month activities and attended the

area of labor and employment

Congressional Black Caucus Retreat with students

by Law & Politics.

representing the U of M.

Bill Endsley (BA) is owner and principal
consultant for World Citizen Consulting, a
management consulting ﬁrm specializing in

1996

1992

developing transparent and efﬁcient real estate

Colette Honorable (BA) is

Michael J. Mills (JD) joined Nashville metro

markets in emerging countries. He is also an

serving as a commissioner on

area HALO Realty as a broker specializing in sales

adjunct faculty member in the Georgetown

the Federal Energy Regulatory

of properties from couples divorcing or properties

University School of Continuing Education.

Commission. She is chair of

being probated in estates. He continues his law

the Arkansas Pubic Service

practice as general legal counsel for Brentwood-

Commission and president

based Athens Title & Escrow.

Sheila Whalum (BA) has written her fourth
book, Why Love Doesn’t Last. She also is a

of the National Association of Regulatory Utility

mentor with the MILE program in the Fogelman

Commissioners. Honorable previously was

1997

College of Business & Economics.

executive director of the Arkansas Workforce

Robert Burns (MA) had his story “Dancing

Investment Board.

on Thursdays” published in Annals of Internal

Marvin Ellison (BBA) was

1993

won second place in Theatre in the Raw’s Eighth

appointed president of J.C.

Robin Swafford Jensen (BA) was named chair

Biennial One Act Play Contest.

Penney and will become CEO

of the Westﬁeld State University Foundation and

in August. He is a 30-year retail

was appointed to the university’s presidential

Donny Davidson (BSCE) is

veteran who had served as

search committee.

chief of the Engineering and

1989

Medicine. His one-act play Catch and Release

executive vice president of stores

Construction Division for the

for Home Depot. Ellison will be the ﬁrst African-

Daniel W. O’Connor (BA)

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

American CEO in the company’s history.

was awarded a master of arts

Memphis District. He has been

in security studies from the

with the Corps for more than

D. Wilson Ochoa (MM) is principal librarian with

Center for Homeland Defense

17 years, including as chief of the Construction

the Boston Symphony Orchestra.

and Security at the Naval

Branch for the Memphis District and deputy

Postgraduate School. He earned

chief of the Construction Division for the Far East

the Curtis H. “Butch” Straub Award based on
the quality of his thesis, academic performance

W W W. M E M P H I S . E D U
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served as the Nashville District’s senior project
engineer and construction team leader for the
New Orleans District following Hurricane Katrina.

1999
Shannon Fagan (BFA)

University in Beijing, China.

Dr. Colleen Fazio (BS)

M. Dean Norris (JD) is

opened Restoration Health &

a member of the law ﬁrm

Chiropractic, a chiropractic and

Leitner, Williams, Dooley &

acupuncture clinic in Naperville,

Napolitan. He defends clients

2009 and became certiﬁed in acupuncture in
2010. Fazio is taking advanced classes to earn a

2000

Susan McLean New (BPS)

John R. Bradford III (EMBA), CEO & founder

was elected treasurer of the

of Park Avenue Properties, was elected to

Greater Memphis Paralegal

the North Carolina House of Representatives.

Alliance. She is an advanced

He was selected by his peers to serve as

certiﬁed paralegal with Rice,

freshman majority whip. Prior to winning his

Amundsen & Caperton.

election, Bradford served two terms as a town

Margaret Chesney (JD), a partner in the
law ﬁrm Rogers, Berry, Chesney & Cannon,
completed the 12-hour domestic violence
training for Rule 31 Listed Mediators in the ﬁeld
of family mediation.

the ﬁve board certiﬁcations for healthcare

young land-use professionals from around the
world. Pacello is senior project manager on the
Memphis Mayor’s Innovation Delivery Team. He
directs strategies to create economic vitality in
the urban core of Memphis. His team launched
MEMﬁx and MEMStop, which temporarily

developers, designers, customers and ﬁnancing

Revier in Gelsenkirchen, Germany. In this senior

to create successful businesses in challenged

conducting position, he is responsible for the

areas.

preparation and performances of opera, ballet
and musical productions in addition to symphony

Angela Price (BA) participated in Miami

concerts. He has also worked in Germany as a

University’s Earth Expedition global ﬁeld course in

conductor at the Staatstheater Kassel.

Baja California, Mexico, studying the area’s waters
and terrestrial ecosystems.

2005

Accreditation Certiﬁed Professional for CMS
survey process, and Certiﬁed Professional in

Dr. Lisa Lynn Lucas (BSN) received her

“40 Under 40,” recognizing the best and brightest

spaces. The program linked entrepreneurs to

Joint Commission Professional, Healthcare

2002

by Urban Land magazine as one of its ﬁrst-ever

second kapellmeister at the Musiktheater im

Quality, Certiﬁed Infection Control, Certiﬁed

Specialty Memphis.

Tommy Pacello (JD, MCRP ’11) was selected

reanimated vacant streets, storefronts and public

quality: Certiﬁed Professional in Healthcare

Healthcare Risk Management. She is with Select

defect, motor vehicle accident and liability claims.

Thomas Rimes (MM) has been appointed

Amy Coulson (BSN) became the ﬁrst person
in the nation to pass and concurrently possess

compensation, construction

College of Chiropractic in

diploma in acupuncture.

commissioner.

in areas including workers’

Ill. She graduated from Palmer

delivered the presentation
“Exit Strategy” at TEDx Peking

2006

2004

Frank D. Scott Jr. (BBA)

2007

was appointed to serve on

Josh Roberts (JD) is dean of student

the Arkansas State Highway

development at Lipscomb University. He

Commission. He is a business

provides leadership for career development,

development manager and

the Student Government Association, student

commercial loan ofﬁcer with

leadership programs, student organizations,

First Security Bank in Little Rock. Scott worked
in Gov. Mike Beebe’s administration for ﬁve
years, serving in a number of positions, including
director of intergovernmental affairs and deputy
director of policy.

campus recreation and intramurals, intercultural
development, international student services and
veteran services.

2009

doctorate of nursing practice (DNP) from the

Mikah Meyer (BM) gave the world premiere

University of Alabama at Birmingham. She is the

of his original lecture-recital “Dr. Mezzo and

lead CRNA at the Veterans Affairs Medical Center

Mr. High.” The cabaret-style revue explores

and program director for the VA/Department of

the unique voices of the mezzo-soprano and

Defense Phase II U.S. Army Graduate Program in

countertenor in a humorous battle between the

Anesthesia Nursing.

singers.

52

SP R I NG 2015

THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

2010
Garrett McQueen (BM) completed his bassoon
fellowship with the Detroit Symphony Orchestra
and earned the second bassoon position in the
Knoxville Symphony Orchestra.

Philanthropy news
Philanthropists Jim and Janet Ayers have made a $1 million gift that will allow the University
of Memphis to attract and retain accomplished students and faculty and increase graduation
rates at the Lambuth Campus. The Ayers’ gift will be used for initiatives that support

2011

students, faculty, programs and facilities. It is part of a larger fundraising drive dedicated

Bailey Hill (BBA, JD ’14) joined Crone &
McEvoy as a staff attorney.

to the Lambuth Campus. This gift positions the Lambuth Campus for future growth
and success. It will be used to attract quality students and faculty through scholarships,
professorships and chairs, as well as improve facilities and support a vibrant student culture.

2014
Jennifer Mayham (JD) received the Law

Sedgwick Claims Management Services Inc. has made a $300,000 commitment over three

Student of the Year Award from the Tennessee

years to the Finish Line program, which helps adults complete their education. Finish Line

Bar Association, the state’s top award for

encourages students who have dropped out after earning 90 or more credit hours to return

student pro bono work. Mayham was

to school to ﬁnish their degrees at low or no cost. Sedgwick is the leading North American

recognized for her service to Memphis Area

provider of innovative, technology-enabled claims and productivity management solutions.

Legal Services. She has volunteered with the
organization since fall 2012.

Finish Line also received a generous commitment from Dr. Trish Ring and Ring Companies,
one of the largest plastic container manufacturers in North America.

* Lambuth University Graduate

Regional CLUB Spotlight:

Houston

Andrew Glisson is a vice president in the Energy Practice at Jardine Lloyd Thompson, the
world’s largest specialty insurance broker. He works with companies across all segments of
the energy continuum. Glisson serves on the board of the Young Professionals in Energy,
which donated more than $50,000 to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital in 2014 alone.
He is a board adviser for the Risk and Insurance Management Society and is on the planning
committee for the 2015 Houston Marine Insurance Seminar.
“This is an exciting time to be an alum of the U of M,” says Glisson. “Tiger athletics are reaching
new heights. Many programs, including our Law School, are nationally ranked, new campus
facilities are world-class, and we are giving more people access to college than ever before.
We invite alumni and friends in the Houston area to stay connected to this great University and
join us at future events to network, get involved and give back to our University. Typical events
include Tiger watch parties and networking events, but the club is always looking for new ideas.”
Visit memphis.edu/houston or contact alumniassociation@memphis.edu for

Andrew Glisson (BBA ’07)

additional information. “Like” the Houston Alumni Club on Facebook for upcoming events:

President, Houston Alumni Club

facebook.com/memphishoustonalumniclub.
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1. Maret Roberts, Emma Claire Evans and a friend at Pouncer’s Pals Tiger Jam.
2. Guests attend the Law School Chapter Judicial Alumni Reception.
3. Mary Brignole (BPS ’00, MS ’03), Megan Mottley (BA ’00, MA ’04), Bill Harbin (BPS ’00), Jennifer Stewart-Outten (BPS ’10, MPS ’12), Solime
Thomas-Rivers (BPS ’00), Nancy Lubiani (BBA ’81, MA ’01) and Dotty Spikner (BPS ’95) at the University College Alumni Chapter Holiday Party.
4. U of M spirit squads at the Homecoming pep rally.
5. Local veterans at University of Memphis Alumni Association’s Veterans Day Celebration.
6. Marcus Matthews (BA ’03, MA ’08) and Chris Shefﬁeld (BA ’90) at the Outstanding Journalism Alumni Awards.
7. Tiger fans tailgating in New Orleans before the football team took on Tulane.
8. Jan Coleman (MS ’75, MA ’05), Dean Tom Nenon, Mary Anne McGraw, Renee Meeks (BA ’98) and Dr. Tarcia Gilliam-Parrish at the College of
Arts & Sciences Alumni Chapter holiday party.
9. Students lead the annual Homecoming Parade.
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9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

10. James Cobb (JD ’14), who graduated from the Law School last year, is pinned by Judge Gina Higgins (BA ’77, JD ’84) at the Law Alumni Chapter
Judicial Reception.
11. Mary Wells James (BS ’64, MA ’66, EdD ’95), Barbara Doss (BS ’64, MS ’70, MS ’75), Emma Primous (BS ’64, MS ’71) and Jane Hooker (BS ’68,
MS ’69) at the Golden Homecoming Reunion.
12. Ben Boden (MBA ’15), Jason Huckleberry, J.R. Parsons (MBA ’10), Rami Lotay (BBA ’09), Dr. Balaji Krishnan, Bobby Peters (BBA ’97, MBA ’01),
Allison Mars, J.R. Kamra (BBA ’02, MBA ’08) and Megan Rubenstein (MBA ’12) at Professional MBA (PMBA) Alumni Club Happy Hour.
13. UMAA National Board President Anita Vaughn (BA ’77, MPA ’83), right, presents the Eye of the Tiger Award to Carol Danehower.
14. Poster winners and the dunk contest winner at Pouncer’s Pals Tiger Jam include Grace Morris, Brayden Daughtery, Anna Claire Russell, Lillian Boam
and Austin Davis.
15. Tiger fans with women’s basketball head coach Melissa McFerrin, far right, in Miami to cheer the football team on to victory against the BYU Cougars.
16. Dr. Rajiv Grover, Dean of the Fogelman College of Business and Economics (FCBE), presents the Outstanding Young Alumna award to Sarah
Maurice (IMBA ’09, MHA ’11) at FCBE Alumni Day.
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IN MEMORIAM

June Wilfreda Smith-McGraw ’47, Nov. ’14
Donald P. Stewart ’55, Nov. ’14
Beverly Jane Sutton ’55, Dec. ’14
Patricia Ann Gardner Veglio ’51, Jan. ’15
Peggy Wynne Warriner ’49, Dec. ’14

Dr. Ralph Faudree, former U of M
mathematician, provost and interim president,
passed away on January 13. In 2005, he
received what is considered the top award
given to mathematicians in the world, the Euler
Medal from the Institute of Combinatorics and
its Applications. “He was brilliant in so many
ways and contributed as much or more to the
University during his 41 years here than anyone
in our history,” says U of M magazine editor
Greg Russell. “His light will shine eternal at the
U of M.” Dr. Faudree was 75.

ALUMNI

(Listed alphabetically by decades)

1920s-30s
Mary Virginia Gates Weber ’37, ’52, Dec. ’14
1940s-50s
Dr. Arthur Lawrence Bellott Jr. ’41, Nov. ’14
Dorothy Ellen Bizzell ’41, Feb. ’14
Dr. Phyllis O’Callaghan Casazza ’53, Oct. ’14
Mary Cortese Casey ’58, Dec. ’14
James Dudley Curry ’50, Nov. ’14
Gerald Vernon Drane ’51, Oct. ’14
Col. Frederic Farrell ’58, Dec. ’14
Louis Alfred Franceschini Jr. ’49, Oct. ’14
Helen Claire Greaber Gavin ’50, Oct. ’14
Helen Hansberger ’58, Dec. ’14
Wilton Albert Herring Jr. ’49, Oct. ’14
Beth Burris Hovious ’43, Jan. ’15
Charles Owen Ingram ’58, Oct. ’14
Ann Roberson Jones ’49, ’73, Nov. ’14
Dr. Barney L. Kyzar ’58, July ’14
William Edward Landers II ’58, Sept. ’14
Jacob Linville ’55, Oct. ’14
Eugene Barnes Longmire ’54, Dec. ’14
Charlotte Ann Fichte Moore ’58, Nov. ’14
Julia S. Nichols, ’52, ’69, Jan. ’15
William Pierce Peeples ’55, Nov. ’14
Joseph Steven Regina ’50, Oct. ’14
Sam E. Smith ’52, Oct. ’14
56
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1960s-70s
Christine Sparr Agee ’66, Dec. ’14
Oscar Thomas Ammer ’61, ’70, Oct. ’14
Mildred Skipper Barfoot ’72, Oct. ’14
Dorothy Pﬂueger Bennett ’65, ’72, Oct. ’14
Dennis James Biodrowski ’63, Oct. ’14
Josephine Edith Bland-Johnson ’74, Oct. ’14
Albert Robert Boelte ’75, Jan. ’15
James W. Campbell Jr. ’67, Jan. ’15
Philip Noel Cawein ’75, Dec. ’14
Thomas Chamness ’73, ’77, Nov. ’14
David Choate ’77, Nov.’14
Lonnie Courtney Clay ’79, Dec. ’14
Babe Mae Collins ’72, Dec. ’14
Robert Evan Corenswet ’75, Nov. ’14
J. Lester Dabbs Jr. ’60, Jan. ’15
Phyllis Mare Warrington Dare ’78, Jan. ’15
Linda Joyce Davidson ’73, Oct. ’14
Mary Ann Dawkins ’70, Dec. ’14
Cecil William Duke ’79, Nov. ’14
Charles A. Duvall ’73, Oct. ’14
Edward Booth Ebbing ’77, Oct. ’14
Barbara Martello Esoldi ’71, Nov. ’14
Clara Goodall Evans ’69, Dec. ’14
Michael Faulk ’78, Nov. ’14
Carol Odom Fletcher ’60, ’82, Oct. ’14
John Morton Flippin ’67, Jan. ’15
Ralph Alton Foster ’69, Nov. ’14
Carl Duvall Gilmer III ’78, Dec. ’14
Judith Gilpin ’72, ’76, Oct. ’14
Rev. Joseph Murray Gohn ’66, Nov. ’14
Dorothy Graham ’76, Dec. ’14
Florence Greenwood ’72, Dec. ’14
Patricia Sue Grehan ’71, Jan. ’15
Lt. Col. Joseph Grumme ’74, Nov.
’14
Joseph Rewis Hargraves ’75, Dec. ’14
Phillip Hathcock ’76, Dec. ’14
Curtis O’Neal Hopkins ’72, Jan. ’15
Ann Strawn King ’79, Nov. ’14
Laura Fay Lelievre ’73, Oct. ’14
William Little ’71, ’74, Jan. ’15
Harold Irving Mansfield III ’64, Dec. ’12
Debra Elaine Mattox ’72, Dec. ’14
Doris Etheridge Miller ’70, Dec. ’14
Irene Knabe Morehart ’67, ’75, Sept. ’14
Martha Murphy ’73, Dec. ’14
Roy Neal Osgathorpe ’77, Dec. ’14
Glen Alan Paul ’69, ’72, Oct. ’14
David Pennington ’72, Dec. ’14
J.L. Perry Jr. ’83, Oct. ’14
Robert Powell ’72, Nov. ’14
Mary Elizabeth Pretti ’75, Dec. ’14
Ronald Douglas Ramsey ’66, Nov. ’14
Dr. Marshall Everett Rasnake ’71, Nov. ’14
Glen Allen Reed ’78, Oct. ’14
Harold B. Reeder ’76, Nov. ’14
Sandra S. Rhodes ’67, ’69, ’71, Oct. ’14
Dorothy Robertson ’70, Oct. ’14
Dr. Kittye Robbins-Herring ’65, Jan. ’15
John Rolwing ’62, Dec. ’14
Ora Nell Russell ’67, Nov. ’14

Steven Larue Smith ’79, Oct. ’14
Ronald Eugene Sowell ’72, Nov. ’14
Rodney Allen Spaulding ’74, Nov. ’14
James A. Stralka ’71, ’80, Nov. ’14
Arthur W. “Pete” Swailes Jr. ’71, Oct. ’14
Walter Thomas “Tom” Tate ’68, Dec. ’14
Charles Thompson II ’64, Dec. ’14
William Robert Vance ’63, Dec. ’14
Lawrence E. Victor Jr. ’76, Dec. ’14
Don Whitlock ’63, Oct. ’14
Linda B. Wilkinson ’69, Oct. ’14
Earl H. Winn ’65, Oct. ’14
Anne Adriana Wiseman ’62, Dec. ’14
Donald B. Zeman ’73, Jan. ’15
1980s-90s
Mary Celeste Allen ’94, Oct. ’14
Anita Eaglin Cage ’80, Dec. ’14
Jill Clyburn ’85, Jan. ’15
David William Disney ’80, ’88, Nov. ’14
Timothy Shawn Doolin ’85, Nov. ’14
Alison Duffy ’93, Oct. ’14
Dominick J. Francesconi Jr. ’86, Jan. ’15
John David Grise ’92, Jan. ’15
Charles Hester ’92, Oct. ’14
John Frederick Hiltonsmith ’83, Dec. ’14
Curtis F. Hopper ’87, Jan. ’15
Brenda Reeves Jabbour ’92, Oct. ’14
Claudy B. James ’95, Nov. ’14
Eddie Jones ’89, Oct. ’14
Charles L. Kincade ’89, Oct. ’14
Jules Brian McKee ’96, Nov. ’14
Sherry Lee White Mitchell ’85, Oct. ’14
Noel Hall Nabors ’83, Oct. ’14
Mary Ann Nash ’82, Jan. ’14
Patrick Pendergrast ’81, ’86, Sept. ’14
Jeffrey F. Powers ’89, ’90, July ’14
Sandi L. Quinn ’88, Dec. ’14
Stephen W. Richie ’82, Oct. ’14
Judith Anne Rule ’87, Sept. ’14
Natalie Sharlande Smith ’97, Nov. ’14
Amanda Kay Stoermer ’93, Nov. ’14
2000s
Taylan Cihan ’09, Oct. ’14
Roshaun Evette Corley-Hurt ’13, Nov. ’14
Kimberly Otts Falanga ’06, Nov. ’11
Jarmelle “Jo Jo” Jones ’11, Nov. ’14
Beatrice W. Young ’03, Nov. ’14
Faculty/Staff
Dr. John DeMott, Nov. ’14
Dr. Ralph Faudree, Jan. ’15
Jacqulyne T. “Jackie” Fitts, Jan. ’15
Lee Grant Hayes, Oct. ’14
Josie Helming ’67, Nov. ’14
Denzell S. Humphrey, Nov. ’14
Dr. Janie Sue Knight ’71, Dec. ’14
Friends
Thomas Allen Bennett, Dec. ’14
Auben Gray Burkhart Jr., Sept. ’14
Sidney Feuerstein, Nov. ’14
Emily Russell Gwinn, Dec. ’14
Carmen Royce Keathley, Oct. ’14
Dr. Cleo Kirk, Dec. ’14
Thomas H. Miller, Dec. ’14
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